GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

15 MAY 2017 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES – A.G.M.
Present: 
Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker

Cllr. James Beavan



Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)
C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 



Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz

Cllr. Paul Sheridan

In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 
Apologies for absence - Cllr. Martin Davies

To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below – none declared.

1.
Election of Chairman:

C. Cllr. David Jones - proposed Cllr. A. Farr, seconded Cllr. P. McVann


Cllr. W. Mintowt-Czyz – proposed Cllr. P. Sheridan, seconded Cllr. Mrs M Barker.


Resolved: -
Following a vote by show of hands C. Cllr. David Jones was elected as Chairman and accepted the nomination. C. Cllr. D. Jones welcomed back returning Councillors and also the new Councillors.

2.
Election of Vice Chairman:
Cllr. W. Mintowt-Czyz – proposed Cllr. Mrs M. Barker, seconded Cllr. P. Sheridan.

Cllr. A. Farr – proposed Cllr. P. McVann, seconded Cllr. J. Beavan.

Resolved: -
Following a vote by show of hands Cllr. A. Farr was elected as Vice-Chairman and accepted the nomination.
3.
To receive the Chairman’s Report for the year from 01/04/16 to 31/03/17:
The Chairman highlighted the appointment of Mrs Melanie Mercer as the new Clerk and noted that a considerable amount of work had already been done and would continue. A vote of thanks was given to the new Clerk.

The Chairman considered that it was good to see so many members of the public taking an interest in council business and attending meetings. The newly elected council will be looking to the future and challenges. The old council worked well as a team and the hope is that the new council will also work well for the benefit of the Grosmont Fawr area.

4.
To approve the Accounts for the 2016/17 financial year:
A full set of accounts for the year 2016/17 was supplied to all members. The Clerk then gave members an overview of the accounts with the opportunity for members to ask relevant questions.

Resolved: -
Members unanimously approved the 2016/2017 accounts (proposed by Cllr. W. Mintowt-Czyz, seconded by Cllr. A. Farr) and they were signed by the Chairman. It was noted that the Annual Return is to be signed following the Internal Audit.
5.
To consider the appointment of an Internal Auditor: 
As noted at the last meeting, the Clerk has encountered issues finding a suitable and willing Internal Auditor. However, Catherine Williams, Chartered Accountant, Crickhowell, has now agreed to undertake the Internal Audit.

Resolved: -
Members approved the appointment of, Catherine Williams, Chartered Accountant, Crickhowell. (Proposed – Cllr. A Farr, seconded Cllr. Mrs M. Barker).
6.
To confirm bank signatories: 
Resolved: -
Bank signatories confirmed as C. Cllr. D. Hughes Jones, Cllr. Mrs M. Barker, Cllr. A. Farr and the Clerk, Mrs M. Mercer.
7.
To consider Standing Orders & Financial Regulations:

Members were given an overview of the model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations as supplied by One Voice Wales.

Resolved: -
Members resolved to adopt the model Standing Orders and model Financial Regulations.

Resolved: -
Members agreed to form a working party, Cllr. W. Mintowt-Czyz, Cllr. P. Sheridan and C. Cllr. D. Hughes Jones, to review the model standing orders and adapt for appropriate use by the council. This matter will be brought back to full council for consideration / approval. (proposed, Cllr. W. Mintowt-Czyz and seconded Cllr. A. Farr). 
8.
To consider the annual Risk Assessment: 
The Clerk has not been able to find a copy of the current risk assessment and therefore it was suggested that a new document is formed to meet the needs of the council.

Resolved: -
Members agreed to form a working party, Cllr. J. Beavan and C. Cllr. D. Hughes Jones, to undertake forming a suitable new risk assessment. The Clerk will provide a template for adapting.
9.
To consider other council policies: 
The Clerk was able to confirm that the council currently have 2 policies adopted – Complaints Policy and Unacceptable Actions by Complainants Policy.

Resolved: -
Members agreed to consider a Communications Policy working party to form a suitable policy for consideration by members. Cllr. P. Sheridan and Cllr. W. Mintowt-Czyz to circulate a suitable policy for members to consider.

Resolved: -
Members will consider, at the next meeting, matters relating to a Community Plan and other policies.
10.
Any Other Business: 
One Voice Wales representative – Cllr. W. Mintowt-Czyz

Grosmont Fawr Community Council Website to be undertaken by the Clerk

New Cllr Training / requirements – the Clerk will send a full copy of the Code of Conduct and Good Cllrs Guide to all members. Other training will be offered as it becomes available.
Date and times of meetings – agenda for June meeting.

Meeting closed – 8.22 p.m.
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