
GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL
11th NOVEMBER 2019 GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
DRAFT CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES
Present:                                 
 


C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Peter McVann                             Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)

Cllr. James Beavan


Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz

In Attendance:   Mrs Frances Lambert (Clerk)

1. To accept apologies for absence:
Apology from Cllrs Vernon Jones, Martin Davies, Margie Barker and Paul Sheridan.
2. To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below: C.Cllr D Hughes Jones declared an interest in planning application DM/2019/00492.
3. Public Forum - (The meeting will be suspended to permit the Public Forum – 10 minutes only and 
each participant limited to 2 minutes. The meeting will then be re-opened.)
1. Jan Chaplin-expressed the hope that GFCC will support rural futures project and take it forwards.
2. Margaret Smith- raised issue of speeding traffic on Cupids hill- see further under highways.
3. Grosmont Events(GE) were congratulated on the redecorations. 
4. Request for a lift to be installed and lighting to be upgraded all over the Hall. Request for a working party to chase these events. Resolved: Cllrs acknowledged the requests and noted these issues would be part of the long term upstairs hall refurbishment plan.
5. GE would like to donate their crockery to be used in the Hall kitchen as long as any breakages are reimbursed by those who cause the breakages. Resolved: Council agreed to this and asked Clerk to amend Hall booking policy to reflect this.
6. Report of a blocked drain on Old Albert near the bridge.
4. A short presentation from Marc Edwards of Broadway partners concerning better broadband provision for the area.
Broadway partners is a private company that can bring superfast broad band to rural/local areas using a mixture of different technologies, based on most cost effective options. Collectivity reduces costs to a minimum therefore need (small) groups of people interested in the area. Various grants are available for installation of equipment (costs then start at then £29.99 for a 50mb service monthly). Please get in touch with them directly if interested. www.broadwaybroadband.co.uk.
5. To consider matters relating to the Rural Futures Project:
Update from Peter Willis 02/09/19. The top priorities were discussed and shown to be:
1. To improve existing community meeting and recreational spaces and extend the activities they can support [Town Hall and play space].
2. To support and inform any plans for the village shop.
3. Establish a new community group/ forum to guide and deliver community projects.
To this effect a new community group will be set up. Most important that all groups are represented and all welcome. Please contact peterw@severnwye.org.uk regarding joining this group.
Update also on play area. CADW heritage officer has responded and the next step is to enter dialogue with the Estates department at CADW about leases, liability, the need (or not) to physically delineate the play area from the rest of the site. 
Meetings-linked to reopening of Pontrilas Halt railway station have also taken place.
Meeting on Wednesday this week with rural futures to move these projects forwards.  Suggested that Grosmont councillors take lead role in this group. Resolved Witek plans to attend and represent the Council and take the full support of the council for this venture.
6. To approve as a correct record the draft Minutes of previous meeting held –9th September 2019.
Minutes of the meeting on 9th September 2019 were voted as approved as correct and to be signed by the Chairman.
7. To consider matters arising from the minutes: 
Heart start course: scheduled to take place on Saturday the 23rd of November 10-12 in the Town Hall but there is a need for 3 more people to sign up to make it worth their while to put it on. There were three members of the public who intend to sign up for this tomorrow.
Resolved: Members unanimously agreed to give a donation of £50 to Heart start for putting on this free course. 
Regarding the offer of refund of grant for public toilets (see email from Trevor Woolnough18/09/19)-This money is no longer available.
The Angel Inn is remaining under same ownership but has new management.
Regarding issue of MCC public toilet grant: Clerk emailed MCC solicitor to clarify position for future reference and also spoke to Roger Hoggins (MCC). In conclusion: The grant is given to Grosmont Council to provide public toilet facilities however they wish. The grant from MCC and the ownership of the toilets are two completely separate issues with no bearing on each other. (see email from John Roger 24/9/19).
Regarding electricity and water supply to the Angel Inn Public toilets:
Email from Trevor Woolnough 25/09/19 noting that “going forward the management here would be happy to take over responsibility” regarding electricity usage in the public toilets.
Email from Western Power regarding the electricity supply contracts. The bill does appear to relate entirely to the public conveniences attached to the Angel Inn Grosmont see email (26/09/19). 
(Electricity bill has risen from £11.55 pcm to to £49.95 pcm as out of contract until contracts are renewed or pass liability over to the Angel Inn). Clerk has been unable to ascertain who is paying for the water in the public toilets attached to the Angel Inn.
Resolved: Members unanimously decided that as of this meeting the water and electricity for these toilets attached to the Angel Inn pub will no longer be paid for by council. (If water on a meter then pub should pay this bill also.) Clerk to notify electricity supplier and owners that pub taking over payment of bills. 
BT Phone box-  BT are going to tidy up the inside and have put it on the next list for those needing repainting. Dates TBC.
Clarification of hiring costs of Town Hall-Richard from Bridge club has asked for clarification on the fees Bridge club pay. Also Drama club only pay £10 per session. Clerk can find no record of an agreement (apart from for the Summer holiday club fee reduction) for a reduction in the normal hire fees for Drama Club.
Resolved:  Cllrs voted to charge a standard minimum £15 per session for all hall users (however long the session either one or three hours). Clerk to send policy to all Cllrs and users of hall for clarification.
8. To receive items of correspondence:
· One Voice Wales email 6/9/19: Under the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 all Community Councils have a Section 6 duty requires that they must seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity so far as consistent with the proper exercise of their functions and in so doing promote the resilience of ecosystems. GFCC is required to prepare a report showing how we are meeting the duty of Section 6 of the Environment Act (Wales) in relation to biodiversity. The report must be published by the end of 2019 and then every three years after this date. The Clerk has prepared a draft report for discussion by Councillors. Resolved: Cllrs voted to adopt the policy with amendments.
· NMLC email 10/09/19 regarding compliance with the new website accessibility requirements ‘The Public Sector Bodies Accessibility (website and mobile applications) (no 2) Regulations 2018. Upgrade of Grosmont Council website required by 23rd September 2020. Resolved: Data required on metrics. Clerk to look into this.
· email from MCC19/09/19 regarding Christmas lighting safety regulations see email attached.
· Email from Ruth Rourke 23/09/19 regarding public consultation on improvements to rights of way. Monmouthshire County Council has produced a Draft Countryside Access Improvement Plan (also known as Rights of Way Improvement Plan), which outlines objectives for Monmouthshire’s public rights of way, countryside sites and wider public access for the next 10 years.
· Email from Melanie Mercer 20/09/19- the accounts have been returned by the BDO and the external audit is all fully compliant with no comments to pass to the council.
· 11/09/19 New Concessionary Bus Passes in Wales. The new online Portal goes live (11/09/2019), existing pass holders have until 31st December 2019 to apply for their new style pass. Residents who require help applying for new passes are encouraged to visit their nearest Community Hub, One Stop Shop or Library – officers will be able to assist them during the simple online application process. Email 11/09/19.
· Email from Peter C Jinman 30/09/19 Chairperson of Ewyas Harold group parish Council regarding the reopening of Pontrilas halt station. Glad to have our support and hopes to collaborate to achieve the goal.
· MCC email (26/9) regarding Climate emergency action plan preparation by MCC. Cllr Mintowt-Cyzy proposed that Grosmont Fawr Community Council also declare a climate emergency. Resolved:Cllrs voted to unanimously support the MCC statement and similarly declare a climate emergency.
· Letter from BDO external auditors.18/09/19 The information contained in the Annual Return is in accordance with proper practices.  Resolved: Cllrs unanimously voted to approve and accept the annual return.
· Email 6/11/19 from MCC. From 6 November until 12 December 2019 the Council will enter what is known as the pre-election period (aka purdah or PEP) in respect of the forthcoming General Election.  During this period restrictions apply to Council decision making, publicity and the use of Council resources (including employee time). 
· Notice from Sara Mason regarding free tool security marking being offered in various locations locally. Outside the Grosmont Town Hall on Saturday 23rd November and Sunday 8th December.
9. To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural Roads:
MCC response to last meeting’s issues:
Park road wern a cwm corner and Bower farm drains- “currently with the area superintendent”
Poorscript Lane gullies -”with area Superintendent”
Hand road and White House pitch pothole filled 19/09/19 and resurfacing requests referred to projects team.
Llanvetherine name plate currently with traffic section.
Cupid’s hill water running on the road damaging road edge- with area engineer.
New issues:
· Request by Mrs Smith that the speed limit be reduced on the B4347 (Cupid’s Hill stretch). 60mph current limit considered unsafe due to the speed of vehicles, making access to properties along this road dangerous and difficult with specific concerns for the safety of resident’s children. It was requested that a maximum 30mph limit be imposed starting at the bridge in front of Mill Farm instead of starting quite close to the centre of the village.
Resolved: Cllrs discussed options which included signs requesting speed reduction as well as speed monitoring.
Clerk to request speed reduction case from highways and to notify them that this has a become more residential area in recent years and speed limit should reflect this.
· Flooding at Poorscript gardens Grosmont- Cllrs asked whether the drain needs to have a camera put down it-is it partly blocked? or is it just insufficient to take away the water. What is the problem please? (Has been reported.)
· Road sweeper to attend in Grosmont before Christmas please
· Potholes on Abergavenny road going left at the R20 to Abergavenny from Grosmont.
· Request for locally accessible sandbanks please for flooding please?
· Gullies are full need a ‘vac’ please.
· Mill race bridge and river race road signs washed out and tarmac washed out during recent flooding.
· Report of a blocked drain on Old Albert near the bridge.
10. To consider matters relating to planning – as listed below:
DM/2019/01656
For Courtesy not consultation: Room to store feed for livestock as well as livestock item sales.
Location: Graig Farm, Hillcrest To Greig Farm House, Cross Ash, Monmouthshire, NP7 8PH.
DM/2019/00492
Description Of Proposal: Barn to have change of use from Agricultural to use class D2 (with some A3). Change of use of the adjacent covered structure from agricultural to mixed use, agricultural and class D2.
Location: Llanvetherine Court Farm, Llanvetherine Court Farm Road, Llanvetherine, Abergavenny Monmouthshire NP7 8NL. 
The applicant has provided additional information following requests from consultees during the initial consultation period. The additional information includes a Bat Survey, Transport Statement and Operating Statement detailing how the venue will operate.
Resolved:  Cllrs had no further comments to make on this application.
11. To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall:      
· Clerk advised that an updated Health and Safety risk assessment is also required for the hall now that building work has been completed (once the fire risk assessment has been done.)
PAT testing has now been carried out. Clerk has asked for a formal quotation for a fire risk assessment from Fire-rite with date to be arranged in near future.
Resolved: Agenda this for a future meeting.
· Clerk has requested MCC toilet grant from Roger Hoggins on 3/10/19 (at his suggestion).
· Urn appears to really not be working. Clerk changed fuse tried different plug etc still not working. 
Resolved:Clerk to purchase a new urn.
· Tracie has requested a few items for the Hall, draft excluder for the front door, a wet floor safety warning sign and sanitation bins for the downstairs area. 
Resolved: Clerk to Purchase items as requested.
· Cllrs discussed opening times of new public toilet.(there is a special lock in top corner)
Resolved: It was decided to lock the toilet overnight and review policy as required- (possible seasonal variation).
· The hall has been found unlocked twice recently by the Clerk. Please can everyone remember to lock the new exit door before returning the key to the key box.
· Waiver of G E hire fees runs from November 2018- November2019 Noted in minutes of 12/12/18 Resolved: When would Council like to recommence charging GE for hire of Hall? Chair records his thanks to GE for all the hard work of the refurbishment.
Resolved: Cllrs voted to give Grosmont Events free hall hire for the whole of 2020. To be reviewed after 12 months.
· Grosmont Events GE have kindly agreed to pay up front for the cost of redecoration materials and be reimbursed in January (at the Council’s request) to assist with cash flow issue concerning -approximate costs for the refurbishment materials=£420.
Discussion over the pictures on the wall? Resolved: Clerk to add to the next agenda that the Council will bring all pictures together and discuss at next meeting what to put up.
· LETTER FROM GROSMONT EVENTS- -see 5/6/11/19
Material costs are being collated and will sent on for your attention and reimbursement as per out previous correspondence and agreement. As discussed with Andy Farr, in addition to the original quote for materials, we purchased a new curtain rail for the kitchen area because the original disintegrated when it was taken down and also paid to have the curtains laundered professionally. In order to complete the upgrade to the hall it would be nice to purchase new lampshades and also have the WI quilt reframed. We thought it may be worthwhile to highlight a few of the issues we observed during the refurb:
(1) Window lock on the East window is faulty and needs attention.
(2) There are a few of the glass panels which are loose in the frames and need attention.
Resolved: Cllrs noted these were longer term issues resolvable by the refurbishment upstairs in the Hall.
(3) 2 main walls have been damp sealed but there is a small patch of damp at ceiling over the  chimney breast which may need attention.
(4) Holding batten for stair gate is loose at the top of the stairs. Resolved: Cllr Farr to get this looked at by builder.
(5) The window in the kitchen area is rotten and held together with filler
(6) The window in the fire escape area is completely rotten and leaks. Resolved: Cllrs noted these (5 and 6) were longer term issues resolvable by the refurbishment upstairs in the Hall.
On the new refurb work downstairs the toilet door is sticking and is difficult to close and open. Resolved: Cllr Farr to get this looked at by builder.
The dead locks on the new doors including the shower and the disabled toilet make opening from the outside in event of emergency impossible. Resolved: Cllr Farr to get this looked at by builder.
(See note in public forum regarding GE china.)
Also hot water heater in kitchen is scalding-needs attention. Has danger note on it but it is extremely hot. Resolved: Cllr Farr to get electrician to look at this.
The Chair and Councillors all thanked Grosmont Events for the marvellous redecoration of the Town Hall. Grosmont Events also noted that the downstairs refurbishment is wonderful.
Grateful thanks were also noted to Jane-the previous but one clerk (as she set up the clerks fund in lieu of taking wages as clerk) which contributed to the downstairs refurbishments of the Town Hall.
12. To consider matters relating to Grosmont Events
See above
13. To agree expenditure and other accounts matters
VAT reclaim has come through and the Council’s bank balance over the phone on 16/10/19 was £4551 (including the VAT payment of £3079.29).
Payments for approval sheet for October and November presented as follows and signed by the chairman & corresponding cheques signed.
Payments for approval for October and November 2019: 
· Mrs F Lambert- Salary    (October)                                                            £211.68
· Mrs F Lambert-Salary    (November)                                                         £211.68             
· Mrs F Lambert expenses (September& October)                                       £103.24
· Monnow Electrical services (PAT testing)                                                    £54
· Invoice from MCC for Grass cutting bank opposite Angel Inn                 £258.46 
· MRP building final payment refurbishment Grosmont Town Hall          £4065.19             
Direct Debits:-
· Swalec (Toilets, Street lights, October)                                                      £49.95                                                                
· Welsh Water (06/04/19- 23/10/19)                                                             £74.03                                    
Accounts presented were as follows:
Bank reconciliation dated 29/10/19
Bank Statement dated       29/10/19
Budget spend control sheet dated 29/10/19
Statement of reserves sheet dated 29/10/19
Petty cash statement dated 29/10/19
Resolved: Cllrs voted to approve expenditures and accounts sheets and that the Chair should sign the above sheets.
Proposed that the Council arrange a temporary overdraft facility for £1000 with Lloyd’s bank to cover cash flow issue with Town Hall building works. Resolved: Cllrs voted and unanimously agreed to this.
14. To consider the matter of a play area for Grosmont. See rural futures note.
15. To receive and consider any other business: (Items for noting only – matters requiring further consideration will be listed for a future council meeting)
Add precept budget to next meeting agenda.
Street light, attached to ‘Onaway’ Grosmont is on all the time. Resolved: Clerk to contact MCC regarding this.
16. Closed session of Council to consider staffing and financial matters arising from the Internal audit
Meeting closed at 9:50pm
Date of next council meeting

MONDAY 12 th January 2020 at 7:30pm.
