GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

8 JANUARY 2018 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker

Cllr. James Beavan



Cllr. Martin Davies


Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)

C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 


Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz
Cllr. Paul Sheridan

In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 
1.
To accept apologies for absence: 
All present
2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
None declared.
The meeting was suspended by the Chairman, at 7.33 p.m. to permit the Public Forum.

Public Forum:
Matters brought to the attention of the council included: -
· A Communication issue regarding booking the Grosmont Town Hall.

· Issues with the timing of the new street lights. Members of the public were informed to liaise with the One Stop Shop, Abergavenny.
· Concern re dog waste in village and the council’s inability to find an operator to remove the waste should dog waste bins be installed.

· Concern over the lack of car parking at Grosmont Castle.

· Future Management of the Grosmont Town Hall. (To be dealt with under item 8.)
· Summary of 1st year of “Grosmont Together”. 
The meeting was resumed by the Chairman at 7.54 p.m.
3.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held – 13th November 2017:

The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meetings and Members agreed that they were a true record. 
Resolved: -
That minutes of full council meeting held on the 13th November 2017 be confirmed.

4.
Matters Arising from the minutes 
· The Clerk has contacted Mr Richard Cook, M.C.C. for an update regarding available funding.
· The Pensions Regulator – confirmation of Declaration of Compliance.
· Risk Registers – draft registers supplied by Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz for review by the Clerk and full consideration at the next meeting.
· It was noted that Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz had not been able to attend the Rural Transport meeting. 
5.         To receive and consider Correspondence: 
· Police Report was read to members by the Clerk.
Resolved: -
The report will be put on the Grosmont Fawr CC website.

· Monmouthshire County Council – Traffic Notice – regarding the B4347, Whitehouse, Grosmont.

· Request from the website editor for grosmont.wales website for the council to gain a licence for free use of the Ordnance Survey Maps.

Resolved: -
Members agreed the request for the Grosmont Fawr Community Council to register for Ordnance Survey Maps.

· Welsh Government – s.137 expenditure limit for 2018/19 – noted.

· Education Achievement Service for South East Wales – request for Minor Authority Representation on the school governing body for Cross Ash Primary School.

· One Voice Wales – area meeting at Usk - 18/1/18.

· Monmouthshire County Council – notification of cost of cutting the bank opposite The Angel, Grosmont – x 4 cuts per year - £210.13

Resolved: -
Members agreed to continue this service as outlined above.
6. 
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural Roads:

The Clerk read to members the responses to the last Highways report.
Members also considered a response from Highways re water leak on Hand Road, Grosmont. It was noted that the Chairman has asked for water to be ducted off the road.

Matters to report to M.C.C. 
Matters to report: -
· Drainage on Hand lane inadequate (irrelevant to current leak)

· Llangua junction – hedge issue – shrub has been cut back but needs more work on visibility for exiting from Grosmont.
· Park Road was resurfaced October – drains still not cleaned out.

· Drains requested for the other side of the Park Road where all the water is – re-request outside Bungalow.

· Road from Bower Farm up to top of the straight mile junction – French drain now sunk below the surface of the road and causing the tarmac to break off.

· Road by Grosmont Wood (above Grosmont Wood Farm) – side of road breaking off as well as pot hole. 
· Hand road pot holes coming out due to running water. 
· Poorscript Lane – Cllr. Peter McVann is happy to meet with Highways Inspector to explain road edge issue. 
· Stop cock leaking down Poorscript lane – water running down the road.
· 2 street lights are on 24 hrs MF146 & MF140 – these will be reported to Mr Roger Joy, Street Lighting.

· Culvert half way down the hill is blocked) - village (Drs Pitch) to Lower Tressenny.

· Above Lanes garage - pot holes due to blocked drains during recent bad weather.

· Road opposite Beech Hill Farm Buildings – pot holes / road breaking up.
· Bower Farm – below – drain blocked.

· Between Bower Farm and Ash Hill Farm – pot hole getting bigger.

7.
To consider matters relating to Planning as listed below: –

None received.
8.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall – including a proposal to run the Town Hall, from Grosmont Together.
· It was noted that the stairlift has now been repaired and fully serviced.
· To consider proposal by Grosmont Together:
Mr Gary Squires gave members a summary of the Grosmont Together proposals to run the Grosmont Town Hall – these included putting in place suitable insurances, food safety / hygiene, website to book / pay / administer the hall, minor repairs (major repairs still to be the responsibility of the council), 3 tiers hire charges etc.
Members had a full discussion on the topic.

Resolved: -
To adopt the proposal by Grosmont Together to go forward with running the Grosmont Town Hall, subject to legal framework. This was unanimously agreed. 

The Clerk will endeavour to get hold of a template for a village hall management agreement and will liaise with Grosmont Together to progress matters. 

9.
To consider supporting a request for the installation of electric car charging points in the public parking bays outside The Angel:

This request had come from the landlord of The Angel but no further information had been provided.

Resolved: - This matter will be considered when all facts and costs are known.
10.
To consider the day / date of the council meetings:


It was noted that some members wished to change the date / day of the council meetings. This was debated and a vote taken on the proposal by Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz to change the day / date of the meeting.


Resolved: -
Members voted against a change and the meetings will continue to be held on the 2nd Monday of the month – bi-monthly.

The Clerk was requested to record the vote: – 
For the proposal to change the day / date – Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz, Cllr. Paul Sheridan and Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker. 
Against the proposal to change the day / date of the meetings – Cllr. Andrew Farr, Cllr. Jim Beavan, Cllr. Martin Davies, Cllr. Peter McVann and Cllr. Vernon Jones. 
The Chairman, C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones did not vote.
11.
 To consider a response to the review of Community and Town Council Sector in Wales: 

Following on from a consultation noted at the last council meeting members considered a response to the following: -
i. What should Community and Town Councils be responsible for?

ii. How should they operate?

iii. What’s standing in their way to deliver for the local community?

iv. How do councils ensure they best represent their local community?
Resolved: -
Members agreed not to send a written response at this point in time.

12.
To agree expenditure and other accounts matters: 
i. All Councillors received a copy of the Bank Reconciliation to 30/11/17: -
Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the Bank reconciliation dated 31/11/17.
ii. All Councillors received a copy of the current Balance Sheet: -
Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the current Balance Sheet.
iii. PRECEPT CONSIDERATION All members were given a full financial pack including all payments, receipts, petty cash bank reconciliation, balance sheet, including reserves, (to date) precept consideration sheet, and budget sheet for consideration. Consideration included details of reserves held as per item 12. ii. 
Resolved: -
Members approved the 2018/19 Precept at £6,000.
iv. Payments for approval: 
· Wales Audit Office (2016/17 external audit)

£163.95

· Monmouthshire County Council (Elections 2017)
£440.96

· South Wales Stairlifts




£282.00

· TPG Disableaids Ltd (stairlift)



£  54.00

Direct Debits

· Swalec (Toilets, November)



£   9.95

· Swalec (Toilets, December)



£   9.95
· Mrs M Mercer – Salary (December)


£133.46
· Mrs M Mercer – Salary (January)


£133.46

Resolved: -
that the above accounts be approved for payment (Signed by the Chairman).
13.
To consider Any Other Business: 

 Members brought up matters including: -
· Street lighting issues – to be put on the next agenda.

· Cllrs to make enquiries if any local waste licence holders are willing to collect dog waste.

· Cllrs noted that all roads in the area need a road sweeper due to blocked drains.

· Members of the public were thanked for attending.

· The Chairman thanks Cllr. Andrew Farr for organising the annual council dinner.

Meeting closed 21.25
Date of next meeting:

Monday 12th March 2018 – Grosmont Town Hall – 7.30 p.m. – Full Council meeting 
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