GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

14 JANUARY 2019 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. James Beavan


Cllr. M Davies

Cllr. A. Farr (Vice-Chairman)

C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 


Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz

Cllr. Paul Sheridan

In Attendance: Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 

1.
To accept apologies for absence: 


Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker 
2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
Cllr. A. Farr declared an interest regarding quotes for building work at Grosmont Town Hall and did not participate in voting on this matter.

Amanda Brake – Befriending Coordinator – Community Connections

Ms Brake spoke to the meeting regarding her work based at the Bridges Centre, Monmouth but covers the whole of Monmouthshire. The Befriending Project has been running for 7 years and aims to address rural isolation by arranging home visits etc. 

The project has progressed and has identified a lack of rural transport and they have set up Community Car Scheme. This cost of use of this scheme is 45p per mile and this is given to the car driver to cover their costs there is no profit to the organisation. 

The befriending service is primarily for older people whereas the car scheme is open to all who need help with transport. The car scheme is not a taxi service and aims to look after the passenger – i.e. appointments / shopping etc.

Passengers have to register for the scheme – they are visited by the Befriending Coordinator and fill out a registration form. The passenger is left with information, i.e. cost, how it works etc. They can then phone and book the service when required. The cost of this service can be spread between all passengers. Volunteer time is free the only charge is for out of pocket car costs. 

Ms Brake was thanked by the Chairman and she left the meeting at 7.44 p.m.

The meeting was suspended by the Chairman, at 7.44 p.m. to permit the Public Forum.

Public Forum:
Matters brought to the attention of the council included: 
The gate in memory of Maggie Bramell is now in place and a Ceremony will take place at noon on Saturday.

Blocked drain – outside Town Farm Pitch. Major works have been done in the past.

The meeting was resumed by the Chairman at 7.47 p.m
3.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held 12th November 2018 – full council meeting
The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meeting and Members agreed that they were a true record. 
Resolved: -
That minutes of the full council meetings held on the 12th November 2018 be confirmed.

4.
Matters Arising from the minutes:
No further information has been received on the potential for Monmouthshire County Council to undertake a dog waste collection service.

There was a request for clarification on what constitutes road graffiti. The Chairman will query this with Monmouthshire County Council Highways. 

5.
To receive and consider Correspondence: 
· Information on changes to the waste recycling services from Monmouthshire Count Council.

· Local Development Plan training dates – members to advise the Clerk if they wish to attend.

· Local Development Plan Survey

· Teenage Cancer Trust – donation request

Resolved: - To put this on a future agenda

· DM/2018/01956 – Redevelopment of ruined structure to form new dwelling with single story extension to rear & side. New garage with storage over for agricultural machinery and garaging. New driveway and domestic garden reinstated Old Mill, Barry-cathlea Road, Llangattock Lingoed - noted

6.
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural: 
Matters for the Clerk to report to M.C.C. Highways Dept: - 
· Blocked drain – outside Town Farm Pitch. Major works have been done in the past.

· General Maintenance – it was noted that pot holes have been filled.

· Cllr. Jim Beavan noted that some drains have been cleared.

· The bridge over the Monnow at Kentchurch has been damaged – Mill Race.

· From Cross Ash to Grosmont Farm still in a poor condition (needs resurfacing) From Beech Hill Pitch.

· Gully at the top of Cupids Hill is still blocked.

· Top road between Bower Farm and Green House – pot-hole and edge of road breaking off

· Abergavenny Road – first gateway on right – by the straight mile junction – fridge abandoned some years ago.

· Road sweeper needed through Park Road – lot of leaves – when wet very dangerous.

· Also, a lot of drains with water coming out rather than going down.

7.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Events 
· The Minutes of the last Grosmont Events meeting has been circulated to members.
· Two January bookings @ the Town Hall – 18/1 – Quiz & 26/1 – Committee Meeting

· It was noted that the 2018 Cycle Race is going ahead.
8.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall. 
· 3 quotes have been received for the refurbishment of the downstairs / toilet area – there are to be considered in closed committee at the end of the meeting.

· Latymer School will be using the Town Hall between 27/5/19 – 2/6/19 and have offered to pay £1,000 for hire / donation – this was accepted by members with thanks

· 2 estimates have been received for plastering where needed in the main upstairs room of the Town Hall. 

Resolved: - Members agreed a budget of up to £300 for the plastering of the chimney breast and back wall with lime plaster – the work to be undertaken approx.  9th February 2019.

· A quote was given in May for work in the toilet area and this work was subsequently undertaken – the other work quoted for was not approved at the time by the council.

· Following the re-plastering of some of the walls in the main hall Grosmont Events are still keen to assist with the interior redecoration. 

Cllr. W. Mintowt-Czyz proposed that Grosmont Events should re-paint the hall subsequent to the work above being completed / dried out. A “proper job” will be done – i.e. floors protected etc.
Resolved: - Members resoled to approve Grosmont Events members repainting the main hall.  

· Resolved: -Up to £400 to be reimbursed on receipts to Grosmont Events for out of pocket expenses regarding the re-decoration – i.e. paint, brushes etc.

· The Craft Club meets twice a month and makes bags made from recycled goods. Also, has made poppies – in the Nave – commemoration of the first world war. They have requested use of the Town Hall for free.
Resolved: - Rate of hire is already reduced rate for local users and therefore no further reduction is approved.

10.
To consider matters relating to Beavan's land opposite Old School House, Grosmont
Cllr. Peter McVann noted that just recently the land opposite the old school has been cleared – was overgrown. It is believed that this is part of a conservation area and therefore should not have been cleared. 

There are 3 entries in Monmouthshire County Council files - 1 receipt of fee, refund of fee and a further entry from Grosmont Fawr Community Council that referred to another planning application. This needs to be removed. It was noted that the land used to be inside the village boundary but is now outside. It is a private plot of land. 

Resolved: - The Clerk will endeavour to find out if there has been any breech.

11.
To consider matters relating to car parking issues in Grosmont

Grosmont Market groups has requested that the Council discuss the issues with parking on Market days.

Resolved: - Respond that they should seek help from local Police Community Support Officers.

There has been an offer, via social media, to help with the issues. Cllr W. Mintowt-Czyz suggested that this offer is accepted - if of any use.

Cllr. P. McVann attended market and believes that the market may have outgrown the venue / location. 

Cllr W. Mintowt-Czyz noted that the stallholders’ vehicles were marshalled / appropriately parked. It appeared to be the shoppers inconsiderate parking - including one vehicle blocking the road entirely.

The Clerk has written to Savils requesting a general view from Kentchurch Estate on car parking in the field for occasional local events – no response yet received.

12. 
To consider matters relating to the Rural Futures Project

It was noted that no results of the Public Event surveys have yet been received.
13.
To agree expenditure and other accounts matters including the recent inspection by HMRC and setting the precept for 2019/20:
· It was noted that at the request of Monmouthshire County Council an invoice has been submitted for the payment of the grant for the public toilets - £1,200.

· A full compliance check undertaken by HMRC – 17/12/18. Successfully concluded.

· The s.137 figure for 2019/20 is set at - £8.12 per elector.

· The Clerk gave members an overview of the Bank Reconciliation to 31/12/18 and the Chairman confirmed all figures as correct.

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the Bank reconciliation dated 31/12/18.
· The Clerk gave members an overview of the Budget Spend control sheet – dated 31/12/18.

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the Budget Spend Control Sheet dated 31/12/18.

· The Clerk gave members an overview of the Statement of Reserves dated 31/12/18.

Resolved: - Members noted and approved the Statement of Reserves dated 31/12/18.

Precept consideration 2019/20
Members were given details of the current balance sheet, including reserves, (to date) and a precept consideration / budget sheet. Consideration included details of reserves held as at 31/12/18. 

Resolved: -
Following full consideration Members approved the 2019/30 Precept at £7,300. This was approved by a majority vote.

Members considered the Payments for approval: 
· Wales Audit Office (External Audit 2017/18)

£   219.30

· HM Revenue & Customs



£   199.20

· The Abergavenny Chronicle Ltd (Clerk ad)

£   115.20

· Angel Inn (Public Conveniences)


£1,140.00

· Monmouthshire County Council (grass cutting)
£   252.16

· Mrs M Mercer – Salary & Exp. (December)

£   220.21

· Mrs M Mercer – Salary & Exp. (January)

£   158.95

Direct Debits: -
· Swalec (Toilets, November)



£    10.60
· Swalec (Toilets, December) 



£    10.60
Resolved: -
that the above accounts be approved for payment 
14.
To consider Any Other Business: 
· Members thanked Cllr. P. McVann for arranging the post-Christmas dinner.

· Following a resolution of the council the Meeting went into closed session to consider staffing and financial matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall building works.

Meeting closed – 21.54
Date of next council meeting 

11th March 2019 – 7.30 p.m. Grosmont Town Hall 
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