GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

12 JUNE 2017 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
 DRAFT MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. James Beavan


Cllr. Martin Davies.



Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)
C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 
Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz

Cllr. Paul Sheridan

In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 
1.
To accept apologies for absence: Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker
2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
None declared.
The meeting was suspended by the Chairman, at 7.32 p.m. to permit the Public Forum.

Public Forum:
Mrs Jane Moggeridge requested that information is made available as soon as possible to the grosmont.wales website to permit information to be updated in a timely manner – i.e. meeting dates, minutes etc. It was also suggested that the council may wish to update general information on the website relating to council business.

Members of Grosmont Together spoke and it was noted that GADMAG has now ceased and all assets etc. have been taken over by Grosmont Together. All events arranged by Grosmont Together are raising funds for the community. The Chairman, Mr Gary Squires, stated that Grosmont Together would like to become more involved in running the Grosmont Town Hall.

Grosmont Together did not use the agreed grant for electrical work as plans on the best way to connect the electrical supply had changed. Quotes will be obtained for the electrical work – based on the current / new plans.

The meeting was resumed by the Chairman at 7.40 p.m.
3.
Mr Roger Joy – MCC Street Lighting – To attend meeting with regard to new street lighting proposed for Grosmont:


Mr Joy brought with him a sample of the proposed new street light for Grosmont. The light is very similar in design to the current street lights but is LED with individual optics that directs light in the correct direction. They will produce a “white glow”. The new lights will mainly shed light in a forward direction (approx. 2 metres) and if too much light is shed backwards a small back shield can be fitted. The lights will be time controlled and will also be remotely controlled through a monitoring system controlled by a lighting engineer. All Monmouthshire lights are currently turned off at midnight. If any special arrangements are needed they can be requested for consideration through the local County Councillor.

The street light is dark skies compliant with no upwards light spill.


It is hoped that approx. 36 lights in Grosmont will be replace prior to the winter period. They should be able to fit onto current posts / brackets.
Resolved: -
Members approved the proposed street light. Proposed Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz and seconded by Cllr. Paul Sheridan – all members in favour.

Mr Joy left the meeting at 7.48pm

4.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held – 12th June 2017:

The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meetings and Members agreed that they were a true record.


Resolved: -
That minutes of full council meeting held on the 12th June 2017 be confirmed.

5.
Matters Arising from the minutes: 

· The grant to Grosmont Together is not being taken up but may be referred back to council at a later date.

· The Clerk has “chased up” Roger Hoggins, MCC regarding the £1,200 grant for the public conveniences and now has written confirmation that this has been actioned.

· The council website has been registered – grosmontfawrcc.co.uk The website needs documents downloading and then will be sent live. Councillors will be informed when this happens and will then be able to contribute to the content of the – through the Clerk who will remain the administrator for the website. Members thanked the Clerk for work undertaken so far.
6.         To receive and consider Correspondence: 
· Mr Craig O’Connor – MCC Development Management Area Manager has provided information regarding the new “Fast Track” Planning Services. Members noted that there will be a need to deal quickly with these fast-tracked planning applications.

· Kate Bingham – MCC – has supplied a response to the council request for information on planning applications that have been outstanding for a long time. Details of this response are supplied under the planning section of the minutes. applications.

· PSCO Selina Hayward has given members an update on ward contact. PCSO Ruth Moyse has temporarily taken over Crucorney Ward and she will be asked to supply updates.
7. To consider matters relating to exiting erosion issues and proposed removal of existing structure – Llangua Footbridge:
Information has been set to the council by Ruth Rourke, MCC Principal Countryside Access Officer, regarding the removal of Llangua Bridge that was built in 1939 but is no longer safe.
Members considered the relevant information and it was noted that the footbridge 
 not seem to have much use but is on a footpath.

Resolved: -
Members requested that the Clerk asks for a suitable footpath diversion should be put in place before the removal of the bridge and that members can consider the suitability of any proposed alternative footpaths.
8.        To consider a request for a dog waste bin to be sited in the Grosmont
Castle grounds.
· The Clerk has contacted CADW and they have requested details on the position of the proposed dog waste bin. Members confirmed that this would either be by the main entrance gate or the other gate onto the field around the Castle

Resolved: -
The Clerk will pass this information onto CADW and will continue to liaise with CADW to obtain the necessary permission. 

It was noted that the only known dog waste removal contractor, Merlin Waste will not empty bin as it is too far from current locations.

· Ewas Harold Parish Council do not have any dog waste bins so have no knowledge of local companies who will empty the bins. 

· The cost of a small dog waste bin is approx. £86.52 with extra costs for mountings / fixings etc depending on site chosen. The final cost would be under £200.
· It was noted that the Dog waste bin sited at the church is currently emptied under a “goodwill / voluntary arrangement but notice has been given that this is no longer going to be available. Members wondered if the council could / would adopt this bin as well. It was also put for consideration that 1 bin may be able to serve both locations. No decision was made on this matter as a contractor / volunteer is required to be in place to empty the bin(s) before a decision can be made.
Resolved: -
The Clerk will find out more about the MCC Dog Fouling scheme.
9.
To consider matters relating to Manor Farm Solar Park – Community Benefit: C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones gave the members an update of a meeting held on the 10th July 2017 with Luxcara. It was noted that Luxcara have agreed to liaise with a Community Benefit group comprising of C. Cllr. Sara Jones, 2 members of Grosmont Fawr C.C. (C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones & Cllr. James Beavan), 2 members of Llanarth Fawr C.C. and 2 members of Llantilio Crossenny C.C. This group will assess proposed schemes and will then forward approved schemes to Luxcara for a decision.
Resolved: -
The Clerk is to find out the names of the Community Interest Companies.

10.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall: 
· Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker has reported that the Gents Toilet in Town Hall is broken and that Latimer School had to make do with only 1 toilet as they were not given permission to use the public conveniences.

Resolved: -
 Cllr. Peter McVann will request the repair is undertaken by a local plumber. 

· It was noted that Cllr. Peter McVann had arranged for a qualified electrician to undertaken repairs to the broken lights in the undercroft and the wiring had been found to be “not of a good standard”. This has now been rectified.

· Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz has today emailed a working paper for consideration regarding the running of the Grosmont Town Hall and it was noted that Grosmont Together would like to offer their services to help run the town hall. They own the crockery, glassware etc. They propose to keep funds from the hall hire and re-use these funds for the hall. All accounts would be dome to Internal Audit standards, including accountable invoicing. Cllr. Andrew Farr noted that some form of “Management Committee” is needed, located in the centre of the village to keep run the hall and effect repairs in a timely manner. Cllr. Paul Sheridan suggested that the council enters a memorandum of understanding with Grosmont Together. The Clerk informed members that a full legal management agreement would be required should the council no longer run / have control of the hall.

Resolved: - The council required more time to consider the proposals in the working paper.

Resolved: -
The council is to communicate with the community to see if they agree with the proposal and / or if any other parties are interested in helping with the hall.
11. To consider adopting a Communications Policy and forming a Community Plan and other policies. 
· Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz circulated a Communications Strategy working paper. This was not received in advance of the meeting by all members.
· The working paper concluded with 5 recommendations and members considered some of these recommendations.
1) Draft Minutes are to be published promptly – i.e. within 1 day or end of the week. The Clerk was consulted by members on this matter and she agreed that it would be possible to have draft minutes available for circulation / publication within1 week of the council meeting.
Resolved: -
Proposal Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz and seconded by Cllr. Paul Sheridan that draft minutes are published within 1 week of the council meeting. These are to be available on the grosmont.wales website, the Grosmont Fawr Community Council website and the Community Council noticeboard located in the undercroft of the Grosmont Town Hall. Members unanimously approved this resolution.
2) The council will set up a Communications Working Party – no members were agreed at the meeting.
Resolved: -
Members approved this proposal.

3) The council will keep a register of Public attendees, noting contact details etc.
Resolved: -
Members approved this recommendation and a “Signing In book will be made available for members of the public to voluntarily record their attendance and contact details.
· Members were read a draft policy document for dealing with planning applications between meetings. Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz noted that other methods of dealing with planning applications council using technology could be used.
Resolved: -
Members unanimously agreed to adopt the Policy for Dealing with Planning Applications between meetings.

· Cllr. Paul Sheridan stated that the Community Plan is to be formed after the Communications Plan. Work is in progress on this project.
12. 
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural Roads:

Matters to report to M.C.C. 
· Cllr. Vernon Jones noted that the grass verges have been cut.

· Cllr. Martin Davies reported – overhanging trees along Park Road. The Chairman will arrange a meeting with Martin Evans, Tree Advisory Officer. He also noted that the A40, by Abergavenny train station still had pedestrians crossing dangerously and that recently he had counted 45 cars in the layby. 
Resolved: -
A request will be put into MCC and WG to put up signage to warn motorists of the danger of pedestrians crossing the road.
· Cllr. Peter McVann noted that although the vactor had been seen down Cupid’s Hill it did not clear the drains by Mill Farm – the Chairman will report this matter.

Recent pot hole repairs in Poorscript Lane are of a very poor quality and the road is subsiding and curbs nearly falling out – this work needs doing properly.

White lining has recently been undertaken in the area

· Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz requested that the speed limits through Grosmont should be 20 m.ph.
· Cllr. James Beavan recommended that the speed limit through Llanvetherine should be 40 mph through village from where speed restrictions start to where the bridge ends.

· Cllr. Andrew Farr noted at least 2 blocked road drains below the Bower Farm, coming down the hill.

12. To consider matters relating to Planning – as listed below: 
· DC/2017/00781 – Restoration of existing outbuilding to create garden room – York House, Grosmont.

Resolved: -
Members resolved to recommend this application for APPROVAL.

· DC/2017/00785 – Restoration of existing outbuilding to create garden room – York House, Grosmont. (Listed Building Consent).

Resolved: -
Members resolved to recommend this application for APPROVAL.

· DC/2017/00732 – Revision to extant planning permission. DC/2013/00337, to include revisions to fenestration and garage and new garden room – Plot 1, Cap View, Llangua.
Resolved: -
Members resolved to recommend this application for APPROVAL.

· DC/2017/00540/NEW – Revision of current planning permission to include re-position of and enlarged footprint, raised floor level – Plot 2, Cap View, Llangua

Resolved: -
Members resolved to recommend this application for APPROVAL.

EXISTING APPLICATIONS – to be determined by Monmouthshire County Council: 
· DC/2015/01436 - The Angel Inn Grosmont –– Alterations to fire place –Application pending.

· DC/2015/00554 - Cefn-y-Bryn Grosmont –– Construction of new dwelling – Reconsultation sent out June.

· DC/2016/00127 - Town Farm Grosmont ––Listed Building Consent to re-instate original features – Application Withdrawn.

· DC/2016/00264 - Castle Acre Grosmont –– Erection of Eco Bungalow in Garden – Application held in abeyance at the request of the applicant.

· DC/2016/00994 – Infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve energy efficiency together with detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Celyn-Kiln to Grosmont Lane, Grosmont, NP7 8LW– application held for bat survey to the undertaken and amendments to the design following new architect being appointed.

· DC/2016/01048 – The proposals consists of an infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve its efficiency. Proposal also includes a detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Grosmont, NP7 8LW (Listed Building Consent) – application pending. 

· DC/2016/01115(LBC) – Internal alterations – Wern y Cwm, Llandewi Skirrid – application pending.
· DC/2017/00156 – Removal of modern fireplaces, internal partitions, panelling rear and side windows. Convert loft and outhouse in to dining room, re-instate cellar and staircase, general electrical and plumbing works, new kitchen and bathroom throughout. Lift existing rear wall to give more privacy and more side boundary wall to allow parking – Town Farm, Grosmont, NP7 8EP – Roof works removed due to ecological constraints. Works to walk APPROVED.

· DC/2017/00028 – Removal of condition 2 from planning consent DC/2017//00789 to allow windows on the North East and South West as per original drawing and the addition of a dormer window (North East) in the roof to create a usable space - Meadow View Cottage B4347, Grosmont Bridge to Whitehouse Farm Grosmont NP7 8ES – application pending. 

· DC/2017/00454 & DC/2017/00455 (listed building consent) – Conversion of barn to ancillary domestic residential use including occasional bed and breakfast accommodation. Installation of solar pv panels – Wen y Cwm, Wern-Y-Cwm Road, Llandewi Skirrid, NP7 8AW- application Pending. 

· DC/2015/00554 – Construction of detached dwelling with parking and turning provision for 3 cars, on existing domestic curtilage – site adjacent Cefn-y-Bryn, Grosmont. (reconsultation due to revised layout) – application pending.

· DC/2017/00536 – Outline planning application for a Farmworker’s dwelling – Pant Farm, Old Ross Road, Llanvetherine – application pending.
· DC/2017/00589 – Proposed milking parlour and collection yard – Great Birches, Grosmont Road, Grosmont – APPROVED.

14. To agree expenditure and other accounts matters: 
· Members were given an overview of the bank statement / reconciliation dated 30/6/17. 

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the bank reconciliation dated 30/6/17.
· Members were given an overview of the budget control sheet dated 17/6/17 Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the budget control sheet.

· Members were read the full list of the payments for approval.
Mrs M Mercer – Salary (July)



£   133.46 
BCM Electrical (repairs to lights – Grosmont T.H.)
£     96.50
Direct Debits: -
Swalec (Toilets, June)




£   9.95
Resolved: -
that the above accounts be approved for payment.
15. To consider Any Other Business: 
The Chairman is liaising with Mike Powell, MCC Rural Development Officer to explore the options with regard to increasing broadband speeds in Llangattock Lingoed. Members were supportive of any bids to assist with this project.

Date of next meeting:

· Monday 11th September 2017 – Grosmont Town Hall – 7.30 p.m. – Full Council meeting 
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