GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

12 MARCH 2018 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker

Cllr. James Beavan



Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)

C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)

Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz (from 20.04)
Cllr. Paul Sheridan

In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 
1.
To accept apologies for absence: 
Cllr. Peter McVann & Cllr. Martin Davies 

2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
None declared.
The meeting was suspended by the Chairman, at 7.31 p.m. to permit the Public Forum.

Public Forum:
Matters brought to the attention of the council included: -
· Grosmont Together informed members that they would be holding their a.g.m. on Friday 16/3/18 and that one of the items on the agenda to be considered would be parking issues in Grosmont. 

· Members of the public were most concerned over Grosmont Togethers proposal for car parking at Grosmont Castle. The Chairman and Cllrs made it clear that the council has not debated the issue of car parking. The main concern mentioned by members of the public was that the image / character of the village would change if a car park is built. 

· There were also concerns noted over “Big Events” bringing in a large number of people from outside the area and whether the majority of the villagers wanted these big events. 

· The Clerk was requested, by the Chairman, to place “car parking” on the agenda for the May meeting.

The meeting was resumed by the Chairman at 7.42 p.m.
3.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held – 8th January 2018:

The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meetings and Members agreed that they were a true record. 
Resolved: -
That minutes of full council meeting held on the 8th January 2018 be confirmed.

4.
Matters Arising from the minutes 
· The vacancy for a Cross Ash School Governor has now been filled with a candidate nominated by Llanover Community Council.

· Ordnance Survey Maps. The Council is now registered for use of Ordnance Survey Maps and will share the details with Grosmont.Wales

· Dog Fouling update – The Chairman has spoken with Roger Hoggins MCC – Public Protection Dept. Further updates will be given when they become available.
5.         To receive and consider Correspondence: 
· A Police Report was received from CSO106 Ruth Moyse.
· Register of Electors. It was noted that the Clerk has put in a request for all Cllrs to receive a copy of the Electoral Role for their ward.
· Monmouthshire County Council – Emergency Contacts Directory. The members confirmed that all details were correct.
Funding requests: -
· Home Start Monmouthshire 
· Kidney Wales 
· Children’s Wales Air Ambulance

· Teenage Cancer Trust 

· Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales
Resolved: - Members did not agreed to grant funds to any of the above organisations. 
6. 
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural Roads:

It was noted that no response had been received to the January Highways issues.
Matters to report to M.C.C. 

· Hand Road, road surface is deteriorating – Welsh Water & M.C.C are dealing with this matter.
· Big pot hole – bottom of the straight mile & Pandy Road, Nr Campston Cottages. Top of straight mile, road surface crumbling, Nr junction.
· Footpaths – Rights of Way Officer – contact details for Andrew Farr. 
7.
 To consider a response to the review of Community Boundaries and electoral arrangements:
· The details of the proposals were sent to all Cllrs in advance of the meeting. 

· Members noted that it was a tradition for Llanvetherine to remain part of Grosmont CC. and that there was no need to reduce the number of Cllrs as all were volunteers.
· The Manor Farm Solar Park group represents all 3 areas and the proposed change would potentially deprive Grosmont FCC as they would no longer be represented at meetings or involved in grant decision making.
Resolved: -
The Members unanimously approved that the proposals were to be rejected in the strongest terms. It was also noted that during the last consultation a response was sent by the council but not noted by MCC.

Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz attended 20.04.
8. To adopt Grosmont Fawr Community Council Risk Policy and Register:

A draft Grosmont Fawr CC Risk Policy and Register had been sent to all Cllrs in advance of the meeting.
Resolved: - Following due consideration the Grosmont Fawr Community Council Risk Policy and Registers were approved.
9.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall – including agreement to a Hall Management Agreement to enable Grosmont Together to run / manage Grosmont Town Hall & issues with key collection by hirers.
Resolved: -  Members agreed to suspend the item relating to Grosmont Together Hall Management Agreement until the next council meeting as not draft agreement was available

It was noted that in view of delay the Clerk has amended the booking / payment processes and updated that village noticeboard and council website. A request will be made to “Churchlink” to advertise the hall hiring contact details.

The matter of how best to permit hirers to access the Grosmont Town Hall was considered by members.

Resolved: -
In view of continued concern from hirers over the availability of a key to access the Grosmont Town Hall for bookings a key safe will be placed on the frame of the hall main door. The number to access the safe will be changed monthly and given to users as required.
Cllr Witek Mintowt-Czyz told the council that he had been informed of issues regarding slow responses to hall bookings. It was noted, by the Clerk, that at times people had unrealistic expectations for responses – i.e. immediate responses to phone and email at evenings, weekends, holidays etc.  The Clerk informed members that all requests for hire were dealt with in a timely and professional manner especially bearing in mind the Clerk was only employed to work 4 hours per week.
10.
To consider matters relating to bus shelters in Llangua

· The Clerk read to members an email from MCC Passenger Transport Unit.

Members noted that this proposal needs to be looked at as an overall holistic plan – i.e. looking a bus services – maybe with community plan work, potentially under the Rural Futures framework.
Resolved: -
The Clerk will endeavour to locate plans / costings from past proposals. Mr Richard Cook at MCC Passenger Transport Unit will also be approached regarding current costs involved.

11.
To consider supporting a request for the installation of electric car charging points in the public parking bays outside The Angel:

Mr Trevor Woolnough provided members with further information regarding government policy on petrol / diesel cars from 2040. It was noted that there are currently a number of hybrid electric vehicles in the area and that charging points, would be available for residents of Grosmont who do not have off street parking. Mr Woolnough informed members that there is potentially 100k funding available. 
The “charging posts” look like bollards and electricity used would be on a “pay as you go” scheme. 
The costs are approx. £8k per bollard, £6k funding to come from the Office of Low Emissions and a further £2k funding from the Manor Farm Solar Park fund. 

The Clerk asked members to consider if this matter required a village consultation and it was noted that this may be needed in the future.
It was further noted that this proposal may potentially need listed building consent / conservation area permission.

Resolved: - Members supported this scheme – in principle.
12.
To agree expenditure and other accounts matters – including consideration of council reserves and the appointment of the Internal Auditor for 2017/18: -
· Members considered the Clerk’s recommendation to appoint Catherine A. Williams Ltd as the Internal Auditor for 2017/18.

Resolved: -
Members approved the appointment of Catherine A. Williams as the Internal Auditor for 2017/18.

· The Clerk gave members an overview of the Bank Reconciliation to 28/02/18 and the Chairman confirmed all figures as correct.
Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the Bank reconciliation dated 28/02/18.
· The Clerk gave members an overview of the current Balance Sheet.
Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the current Balance Sheet.

· The Clerk gave members an overview of the Budget Spend control sheet – dated 28/2/18.

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the Budget Spend Control Sheet.

· The Clerk gave members an overview of the statement of reserves and figures available in both earmarked and general reserves were agreed by members.

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the Statement of Reserves – dated 28/2/18.

Payments for approval: 
· One Voice Wales (Yearly Membership)

£   112.00
· Monmouthshire County Council (Grass cutting)
£   246.00

· H.M. Revenue & Customs (6mths tax)

£   199.20
· Mrs M Mercer – Salary & Exp. (February)

£   177.97
· Mrs M Mercer – Salary & Exp. (March)

£   154.15
Direct Debits:

· Swalec (Toilets, January)



£   9.95 

· Swalec (Toilets, February)



£   9.95
· Swalec (Toilets, March)



£   9.95
· Swalec (Town Hall)




£ 67.58
Resolved: -
that the above accounts be approved for payment (Signed by the Chairman).
13.
To consider Any Other Business: 
· Cllr. Vernon Jones noted that it was “good to see so many interested members of the public.”

· Grosmont Town Hall – Latymer School are once again paying £500 for hire. Cllr. Mrs Margie Barked noted that the Town Hall toilets are not in a good condition and that the building interior needs renovating. Interim measure needed i.e. toilets refurbishment and interior painting. Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker agreed to get further information and costs.

· An “Action Plan” is needed prior to submission of grant application for the Manor Farm Solar Park fund. i.e. current costings / changing to current thoughts / a phased programme.

· Severn Wye Agency – Peter Willis attended a meeting with Grosmont Together and Cllrs. prior to this meeting and further meeting will be held with the council, church, Grosmont Together and other community groups / members. This will involve community led plans regarding rural issues.

It was noted that the council has indicated support in moving forward with the offer of help from the Severn Wye Agency. 
· Meeting days, dates / times. Members were requested to reconsider the meeting days, dates / times. The Clerk will put this on the July 2018 agenda.

Meeting closed – 20.54

Date of next council meeting & a.g.m.

14th May 2018 – 7.30 p.m. Grosmont Town Hall 
7.30 p.m. 2018 a.g.m. to be followed by May 2018 full council meeting.
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