GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

14 MAY 2018 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.49 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker

Cllr. James Beavan



Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)
C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 



Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz

Cllr. Paul Sheridan

In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 

1.
To accept apologies for absence: 
Cllr. Martin Davies 

2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
None declared.
The meeting was suspended by the Chairman, at 7.50 p.m. to permit the Public Forum.

Public Forum:
Matters brought to the attention of the council included: -
The custodian of Grosmont Castle noted that he was regularly approached by members of the public asking for the public toilets – he would like to know when the toilets are open for use by the general public.

It was noted that there is a littering issue on Hand Lane / Straight Mile and other areas and a request was made for progress on dog waste matters.

Members of the public showed an interest in putting a 20-m.p.h. speed limit through Grosmont Village / traffic calming – the Chairman agreed to review this matter during a.o.b.

It was noted that items of furniture are being placed in the undercroft. The Chairman requested that if members had any knowledge of who was doing this could they please be requested to remove all items by the end of the week.

The meeting was resumed by the Chairman at 8.01 p.m.
3.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held – 12th March 2018:

The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meetings and Members agreed that they were a true record. 
Resolved: -
That minutes of full council meeting held on the 12th March 2018 be confirmed.

4.
Matters Arising from the minutes 
The Clerk gave members costings on bus shelters. It was noted that the purchase and installation of a “cantilever” style shelter would cost approx. £4,200 + pre-installation works that may be required. Members considered the cost / use of the 2 shelters.

Resolved: - Members resolved not to pursue this matter.

Car Parking in Grosmont – It was noted that there has been concern from farmers especially during events. Cllr. A. Farr suggested that the village should be consulted before any consideration / resolution. 
Resolved: -
This matter is to be placed on the agenda for the July 2018 meeting and subsequent meetings.

Resolved: - Local members to discuss matters and this will be reported back to the council. The Clerk will put a notice on the website inviting community feedback. This matter will be considered as part of Rural Futures consultations. 

It was noted that Cllr W. Mintowt-Czyz had note, during the last meeting, intended to criticise the Clerk but to make the point that the current system of access to the Town Hall was inappropriate. Remarks had been misconstrued and an apology was given to the Clerk. 

5.         To receive the Heddlu Gwent Police Report
Police report received and read to members – 

“Of relevance to Grosmont Community Council, there is very little to report over the last two months.
 
In March some copper wire and a tank were stolen from Llangua.
 
There was a house burglary in Llangattock Lingoed.
In light of the quad thefts in West Mercia and the incidents earlier this year in Crucorney, there have been several reports of suspicious vehicles, seemingly scrap collectors. One had a partial registration of FJ07, another was given as FL07HBP and most recently MT53GWK. I would encourage the reporting of any suspicious incidents to 101.
A good news story is that one of the quads stolen in West Mercia was spotted in the Gwent area. The quad was recovered and the investigation is still going on to identify those responsible. This has also been mentioned in the Golden Valley Newsletter which is attached.
First Aid training is due to be delivered to Year 6 at Pandy School, by the School Liaison Officer, PC Cath Hughes-Gardner on 22nd May. This provides the children with the skills to deal with choking, the recovery position and CPR, and is accredited by St John Ambulance.
Residents can sign up to Gwent Now to receive messages from Gwent Police about what is happening in the area.”

Resolved: -
The Clerk will put this report on the council website.
6.
To receive and consider Correspondence: 
M.C.C. - Dog Fouling – “Dog Fouling Awareness Day – 17/5/18.

Best Kept Village – forms etc. have been forwarded to all Cllrs and entries must be received by 18/5. It was noted that a Grosmont resident has kindly offered to complete the forms. Llangua, Llanvetherine & Llangattock Lingoed – Best Kept Village entry forms to be filled out by the Chair / Clerk.

Befriending Monmouthshire – support to schemes including Befriending / Car Scheme. – It was noted that a Car Share scheme is already up and running in the locality. 

Resolved: - This matter is of limited interest to the wards.

Abergavenny Eisteddfod – grant request – not approved for a future agenda.

Zurich Municipal – offer of insurance quote - noted

GDRP. Members discussed and noted matters relating to GDPR.

Resolved: - The council is working toward compliance and the Clerk will put an appropriate notice / policy on the council website.

7.
To consider a request for a reduction in hire fees for a booking at Grosmont Town Hall.

Miriam Vincent has contacted the Clerk for a review on the booking fees to be charge for August 2018 - Children’s Theatre Workshop.

Resolved: - As a “goodwill gesture” 1 day is to be given free – 4 to be paid - £120 in total – a saving of £30. Approved by all members
Resolved: - The Clerk to agenda fees for day / weekly rate for Town Hall.

8. 
To consider matters relating to the Rural Future Project. 

A meeting was held on the 2nd May 2018 and was attended by Cllrs. Andrew Farr & Peter McVann. Following this meeting a question list was sent to all members for consideration: -

1.Grosmont and surrounding area

* What’s good about the area? (What do you like about the area?)

* What are the issues? (what don’t you like about the area?)

* What would you like to see change? (what do we need to work on?)

* Best use of an imaginary pot of money to support the community if it existed?

2. Current Community council priorities/ future priorities?

3. Active people/ community groups and organisations /projects in the area. What are people already doing to make this a better place to live for everyone?

* Who else should be included in the process?

3. Any barriers to RF programme progress? (Or advice about how the work is approached?)

4.Views on suitability of 2-3-day engagement event

* Location?

* When?

* Willing to be part of a wider group to help plan?

Resolved: -
The council would support a “Fact finding session” by Peter Willis. To possibly be a 2 / 3 day “drop in” event at the Grosmont Town Hall. This would be held as soon as possible and would ideally include at least 1 evening and 1 Weekend day.

Members are willing to be part of a wider planning group

The Council would like report on progress so far and to know when Mr Willis will start 2 days per week.  

9.
To consider matters relating to Manor Farm Solar Park – Community Benefit.
Members noted that the 2018 round of grant applications is now open – all applications to be submitted by no later than 30/6/18 and the total sum of £71,550.40 is available. 

Cllr. A. Farr asked if the Council is to submit an application for Phase 1 of the Town Hall plan and is was noted that a consultation with the Conservation Officers has already taken place and a planning application has been approved. 

Members noted that the it needed a competent builder to quote for part / phase 1 of the plans to support any application for funds and that this would be an ideal project to be done as part of the Rural Futures Project.

Resolved: -  Local members will put in a grant application to refurbish the toilets. The Clerk will forward plans etc. to Cllr. A Farr and will see if Peter Willis can be of any assistance.
10.
To consider matters relating to Highways issues.
Cllr. P. McVann noted that the water in Hand Road had come from a Hydrant and within a week the water had dried up.

Matters for the Clerk to report to M.C.C. Highways Dept: - 

· Top of straight mile – road surface still crumbling Nr Junction.

· Water damage to road – Hand Road – needs resurfacing.

· Bottom of Straight Mile to Grosmont Wood – needs resurfacing.

· Blocked drain below the Bower Farm – needs jetting.

· Down to Lane’s Garage – pot holes

· Gullies between Lawns farm entrance & top of Cupids Hill – 2 /3 blocked.

· Poorscript Lane – tree on bank (2nd tree down) number of dead boughs.

· Complaints about the general state of the road verges through the village – needs cleaning

· Lane to Llanvetherine Court – potholes
11.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall.
A quotation has been received from Cllr. Mrs M Barker for Town Hall minor repairs - £1,030.00.
Resolved: -
Cllr. W. Mintowt-Czyz proposed to do toilet work items 1 & 2 and this was seconded by Cllr. A Farr – approved by all members.

It was noted that other work was required, after the toilet work, including internal redecoration of the whole hall. The Craft Club are going to re-hang the curtains.

A Key safe has been purchased and Cllr. W. Mintowt-Czyz will install this on the door frame of the hall. The Clerk noted that the current spare keys are too long for the key safe and will get a shorter key cut.
Resolved: -
Plans for Grosmont Together to run town hall no longer relevant as the group no longer has any officers and should this matter be proposed again it would require full reconsideration by the council.
12.
To consider matters relating to Planning as listed below 

DM/2018/00639 – Proposed renovations and improvements to provide holiday cottage – Brook Cottage, Grosmont, NP7 8HR

Resolved:-
This application was recommended for APPROVAL.

A further plan was received too late to be considered at the meeting but was discussed / noted by members and will be dealt with under the council’s planning policy 

DM/2018/ 00637 – Erection of two dormer bungalows, either as detached or as semi-detached. Land to the south of Brynhyryd, 6 Wellfield, Grosmont, NP7 8EQ.
13.
To agree expenditure and other accounts matters 
Members considered the Payments for approval: 

· Monmouthshire County Council (Town Hall Rates)
£   334.10

· NFU Mutual (Yearly Insurance Premium)

£1,148.57
· Mrs M Mercer – Salary & Exp. (April)


£   158.05
· Mrs M Mercer – Salary & Exp. (May)


£   173.44
Direct Debits: -
· Swalec (Toilets, April)




£  9.95 

· Swalec (Toilets, May)




£   9.95
· Swalec (Town Hall)




£  65.19
· Welsh Water (Town Hall)



£  65.31
Resolved: -
that the above accounts be approved for payment (Signed by the Chairman).
The Clerk gave members an overview of the Bank Reconciliation to 30/04/18 and the Chairman confirmed all figures as correct.

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the Bank reconciliation dated 30/04/18.

· The Clerk gave members an overview of the Budget Spend control sheet – dated 14/5/18.

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the Budget Spend Control Sheet.

14.
To consider Any Other Business: 
As noted during the public speaking time - items of furniture had been left under the Town Hall. If Cllrs have any information regarding ownership of these items please can they request that they are removed by the end of week.

Speeding through the village – the Clerk will contact MCC regarding criteria for a reduced speed limit and place this item on the agenda for the July 2018 meeting. The Clerk will also look into the cost of electronic speeding signs.

The key for the Town Hall stair lift is missing. Cllr. Mrs M Barker offered to get a key cut and put with the main key in the key safe.
Cllr. A Farr noted that the village noticeboard had recently had inappropriate notices put up and it was noted that notices are only permitted for the local community. 

Matters relating to a local empty council house were reported to the council and the Chairman C. Cllr. D Hughes Jones agreed to look into this matter, on receipt of further details. 

Meeting Closed – 21:41

Date of next council meeting 

9th July 2018 – 7.30 p.m. Grosmont Town Hall 
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