GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

12 NOVEMBER 2018 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. James Beavan


Cllr. A. Farr (Vice-Chairman)

C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 


Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz


Cllr. Paul Sheridan

In Attendance: Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 

1.
To accept apologies for absence: 


Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker & Cllr Martin Davies
2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
None declared.
The meeting was suspended by the Chairman, at 7.31 p.m. to permit the Public Forum.

Public Forum:
Matters brought to the attention of the council included: 
Grosmont Events – will not hold events for the village. First event held last Monday was Bonfire. They would like to offer assistance in the internal redecoration of the Town Hall. Cllr. W. Mintowt-Czyz has been nominated by the group to act as a point of liaison with the Community Council.
The meeting was resumed by the Chairman at 7.33 p.m
3.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held 10th September 2018 – full council meeting
The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meeting and Members agreed that they were a true record. 
Resolved: -
That minutes of the full council meetings held on the 10th September 2018 be confirmed.

4.
Matters Arising from the minutes 
· It was noted that there is potential new initiative by the North Monmouthshire Liaison Committee and Monmouthshire County Council for the removal of dog waste – further details will be given to members as they emerge.

· It was noted that the Town Hall larger electric bill was due to previous estimated readings.

5.
To receive and consider Correspondence: 
· A letter of thanks has been received for the churchyard donation to St Nicholas, Grosmont

· An emailed letter of thanks has been received for the grant to Monmouthshire County Citizens Advice Service.

· Befriending Monmouthshire – would like invitation to a meeting to discuss befriending scheme that has this year been supported by the Community Green Energy Advisory Group.

Resolved: - Inform them that there is a Coffee Morning in St Nicholas Church – every 4th Tuesday of the month and send an invitation to attend the January council meeting. 

· MCC - Bryn y Cwm – evaluation of Area Committee Pilot

· MCC – Loneliness & Social Isolation - this was noted for potential interest following liaison with the Befriending Monmouthshire scheme.
6.
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural: 
Matters for the Clerk to report to M.C.C. Highways Dept: - 

· It was noted that there is to be a Speed survey to be undertaken in Grosmont over the next 3 / 4 weeks for assessment of potential 20mph zone

· Cllr. Andrew Farr requested that the road sweeper attends the area – is possible just after Christmas / New Year after the leaves are down.

· Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz – noted that the small bridge over the brook – coping has been knocked off – Cupids’ Hill / Pontrilas Rd. 

· Cllr. Peter McVann reported vandalism – European Flag & Gay Rights Flag on the main road through Grosmont - can be removed. 

· C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones noted that the sign at the top of the straight mile – Pandy, Hereford / Llangua is missing. Also reported was the need for a Llanvetherine sign to the east of Llanvetherine B4591 & Cross Ash sign.
7.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Events

· It was noted that a new group has formed under the name of “Grosmont Events”
· They have suggested that the group redecorates internally the main room of the Grosmont Town Hall. The offer is for labour with the council providing materials, Internal. Possibly to strip the wall area where plaster has blown. 

Resolved: - council thanked Grosmont Events – firstly the advice of a builder to look at the plasterwork – cost up remedial work. 

· The group requested to use the hall for meetings every couple of months
Resolved: -
Hire fees for hall hire waived for next 12 months – subject to events / meetings not clashing with paying bookings.

· Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz reported that Grosmont Events were supporting the cycling event for 2019.

· Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz agreed to send the minutes of Grosmont Events meetings to the Clerk for circulation to members.
8.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall. 
· It was noted that the Clerk has been unable to make any significant progress on quotations for building work at the Grosmont Town Hall – support on this matter was requested.

· It was noted that Building regs. / amended plans may be required for the possible inclusion of a shower / wet room. 

· 2 more quotes are required to adhere to financial regulations.

· Cllr. Witek Mintowt–Czyz noted that the local village Organisation “Grow” has a surplus of produce during the summer. A proposal has been made to distribute produce in the village – i.e. a Stall for exchange / donation (Honesty Box)– undercroft of building.  

Resolved: - Approved.

9.
To consider matters relating planning as listed below: 

· DM/2018/00280 – Land at Pant Farm, Llanvetherine – APPROVED BY MCC

· DM/2018/01376 – The Old Post Office, Llangattock Lingoed – APPROVED BY MCC

· DM/2018/01688 – Great Goytre, Pandy,

Noted – the barns in good condition but not suitable for modern agricultural use. 

Resolved: - Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.

· DM/2018/01689 – Great Goytre, Pandy (Listed Building Consent)

· Resolved: - Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.

· DM/2015/00554 – Cefn Y Bryn, Grosmont (Reconsultation)
Noted - Road access visibility is very poor and it is in a conservation area.

Resolved: - Members recommended the application for REFUSAL

Pending consultation: -
Application DM/2018/01575 – not yet out for consultation – 2 dwellings on land adjacent to Cap House, Llangua.

Resolved: -
Cllrs to give comments to the Clerk when the formal consultation is received. A site visit may be required.

Noted – the land opposite school - at Crossroads is outside the village development boundary. Formerly within the boundary. It was suggested that the site could be put into the new LDP for formal consultation and clarification sought as to why this is not in the current development boundary.

Noted - at Monmouthshire County Council Planning Meetings Councillors are only permitted to comment on the Council’s view and must register attendance in advance.

10.
To consider matters relating to car parking issues in Grosmont

· An email from Carys Jones at Savils was read to members.
· Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz suggested that a consultation with village to take place under the Rural Futures Project
Resolved: - Acknowledge email and inform Savils of the intent to consult the community.

11.
To consider matters relating to the Rural Futures Project

· An update was received from Peter Willis

· It was noted that it “will be interesting to see the report”. 

· The results are expected around December – to highlight if specific projects are to be done / not done.

12.
To agree expenditure and other accounts including churchyard grants and consideration of a grant request from Monmouthshire County Citizens Advice
· The Clerk gave members an overview of the Bank Reconciliation to 31/10/18 and the Chairman confirmed all figures as correct.

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the Bank reconciliation dated 31/10/18.
· The Clerk gave members an overview of the Budget Spend control sheet – dated 31/10/18.

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the Budget Spend Control Sheet.
· The Clerk gave members an overview of the Statement of Reserves dated 31/1/10.

Resolved: - Members noted and approved the Statement of Reserves dated 31/10/18.
Members considered the Payments for approval: 
· Mrs M Mercer – Salary & Exp. (October)

£   188.35

· Mrs M Mercer – Salary & Exp. (November)

£   171.25

Direct Debits: -
· Swalec (Toilets, September)



£    10.60
· Swalec (Toilets, October) 



£     10.60
· Swalec (Town Hall, October)



£   163.80
· Welsh Water (Town Hall)



£     74.41
Resolved: -
that the above accounts be approved for payment (Signed by the Chairman).
13.
To consider Any Other Business: 
· Cllr. Peter McVann will organiser the Christmas Dinner that will take place early in January 2019 at the Cllrs own expense

· Cllr. Andrew Farr noted that the BT telephone kiosk in Grosmont is a listed building that needs painting.

Following a resolution of the council the Meeting went into closed session to consider staffing matters.

· Clerk’s Resignation
Meeting closed – 21.37
Date of next council meeting 

11th March 2019 – 7.30 p.m. Grosmont Town Hall 
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