GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

18 SEPTENBER 2017 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker 

Cllr. James Beavan


Cllr. Martin Davies.


Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)

C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 
In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 
1.
To accept apologies for absence: 
Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz and
Cllr. Paul Sheridan.
2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
None declared.
The meeting was suspended by the Chairman, at 7.33 p.m. to permit the Public Forum.

Public Forum:
One member of the public was present. There was an attendance sheet available if members of the public wished to give their names and contact details.

No matters were brought to the attention of the council.

The meeting was resumed by the Chairman at 7.34 p.m.
3.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held – 17th July 2017:

The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meetings and Members agreed that they were a true record. It was noted that draft minutes had been published within 7 days of the last council meeting.

Resolved: -
That minutes of full council meeting held on the 17th July 2017 be confirmed.

4.
Matters Arising from the minutes: 

· It was noted that the work on the new street lighting has not yet started but is scheduled to begin before the winter period.
· It was further noted that the grant of £1,200 has now been received for the public toilets.
5.         To receive and consider Correspondence: 
· Training offer on the Code of Conduct, from Robert Tranter, Legal Dept. M.C.C.

· Working Together for Safer Communities Conference – 27/9/17 – Rodney Parade, Newport.
6.
To consider matters relating to Manor Farm Solar Park – Community Benefit: 
The Clerk read to members the Community Report on the last meeting of the Luxcara Community Fund Advisory Group. It was noted that the full report is to be made available on the Community Council website and would be available, on request, from the Clerk.

Members had a discussion on the report and noted that application forms were to be available from the 1st November 2017 and would need submitting by the 30th November 2017. 
7.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall – including a review of charges: 

Hire Charges: -
Member had received, in advance of the meeting, a full list of current hire conditions and charges.


Resolved: -
Members carefully considered the charges for the Grosmont Town Hall and the following charges were approved by the council: -

The hire charges are:

· Local Users – including charity events (within the Grosmont Fawr CC area)         

Morning Session 

9am to 1pm

£15

Afternoon Session 
1pm to 5pm

£15

Evening Session 

5pm to midnight
£30

Evening Session

Up to 3 hours

£15

· Non- Local Users – including charity events (outside the Grosmont Fawr CC area)

Morning Session 

9am to 1pm

£25

Afternoon Session 
1pm to 5pm

£25

Evening Session 

5pm to midnight
£60

Evening Session

Up to 3 hours

N/A

· Commercial Users charges to be agreed with the Clerk of the Council.

Key Holders: -

Resolved: -
 Members agreed that Jane Fleming, Margie Barker and Richard (at the Grosmont Post Office) will be the key holders for the Town Hall and hirers would be able, by prior arrangement, to collect keys from any of these people.


Risk Assessment: -

It has previously been noted that a full risk assessment is not available for the Grosmont Town Hall. A working Party of councillors was set up at the May 2017 meeting to review this matter.

Management: - 
Members considered matters relating to the management of the Town Hall and it was generally agreed that it would not be fair to make any permanent decisions on this matter as 2 of the Grosmont members were not at the meeting. However, it was noted that the Grosmont Fawr C.C. were best placed to put forward applications for funding, including from the Solar Farm Community Benefit Fund.


Resolved: - Members agreed that the management of the Grosmont Town Hall will remain with the Grosmont Fawr Community Council until the New Year (2018) and will then be placed back on the agenda for consideration as more information on grants etc. will be available.
8. 
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural Roads:

Matters to report to M.C.C. 
· Cllr. Vernon Jones noted that there is a pressing issue at the junction of the A465 when exiting from the Llangua T junction. Due to the height of some hedges visibility is not always available – hedges need cutting to permit visibility. 
· Cllr. Martin Davies noted that there is a rough area by Lane’s Garage that badly needs tarmacking. A further area by Pitch House is also badly in need of repair. 

· Cllr. Martin Davies also noted that the situation with parked vehicles in the lay by at Abergavenny Train station has not improved. The Chairman noted that Mr Ken Skates (WG) had stated that there were possibly some MCC plans for the laybys but no current plans by the Welsh Government.

· Cllr. Martin Davies noted that on “Crow Field Pitch” – opposite Crow Field Farm, big hedges needed cutting - if possible at ground level as the lane is now very narrow.

· Cllr. Peter McVann noted that no progress had been made with Poorscript Lane.

· Cllr’s Peter McVann and Mrs Margie Barker both noted that many of the hedges throughout Grosmont village were urgently in needing siding up as they are creeping out into the road. Both Cllrs. have received complaints from members of the community.

· Cllr. Andrew Farr reiterated the issue at the top of straight mile. A give way / stop sign is needed urgently as in inclement weather it cannot be seen that it is not a straight road – vehicles have ended up in hedge (this would be a replacement sign as one was formerly in place.) The sign for “Pandy / Grosmont” is also required at the top of straight mile.

· Clerk to CC One Stop Shop on highways matters. 
· Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker noted that the car parking for the Grosmont monthly market is causing issues with clogging up the village. Organisers have had requests to ask for vehicles to be moved. 

Resolved: -
The Clerk will contact the organisers to request that if possible they arrange a parking steward to ease congestion. It was noted that it would be a big issue if an emergency vehicle tried to get through the village and could become a police matter if enough people complained.

9.
To consider matters relating to Planning – to include a report on planning applications dealt with under the council’s planning policy for dealing with planning applications received between meetings.

The following applications were dealt with between council meetings – members did not have any issues arising from these applications: -
· DC/2017/00869 - Introduction of new window openings in both the ground and first floor, to improve the amount of natural daylight and ventilation entering the property. Minor amendments to the internal layout on both ground and first floor to improve the functionality for the client - Gelli Farm, Old Ross Road, Llanvetherine, NP7 8RH

· DC/2017/00850 - Discharge of condition 4 of Listed Building Consent DC/2016/01481 - New House Barn, Llanvetherine, NP7 8RL.
· DC/2017/00838 - Add a single garage to side of Meadow View Cottage - Meadow View Cottage, B4347 Grosmont Bridge to Whitehouse Farm, Grosmont.

· DC/2017/00928 - Addition of 4 no conservation roof lights to main roof. Bring current loft space up to current building and habitable regulations - which also involves stripping the roof, adding roof liner and re-place existing roof tiles to finish - Town Farm, Grosmont.

· DC/2017/00929 - Strip main roof and add roof liner and replace existing slate tiles, with the addition of 4 conservation roof lights to the rear of west able side of the house. There is evidence that there was once a window here, which has been closed up. Lime render concrete bricks to rear of the house - Town Farm, Grosmont.
10. To agree expenditure and other accounts matters: 
· Members were given an overview of the bank statement / reconciliation dated 31/8/17. 

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the bank reconciliation dated 31/8/17.
· Members were given an overview of the budget control sheet dated 17/8/17 Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the budget control sheet.

· Members were read the full list of the payments for approval.
Mrs M Mercer – Salary (August)


£   133.46
Mrs M Mercer – Salary (September)


£   133.46

Petty Cash





£   100.00

Angel Inn (grant for public toilets)


£1,140.00

Stuart Adams Services Ltd (repair to toilet GTH)
£     45.00 
Direct Debits: -
Swalec (Toilets, July)




£       9.95
Swalec (Toilets, August)



£       9.95

Swalec (Town Hall)




£    183.90
Resolved: -
that the above accounts be approved for payment.
11. To consider Any Other Business: 
· Cllr. Andrew Farr noted that he had received complaints, from members of the public, regarding the stairlift in the Grosmont Town Hall. Cllr. Peter McVann agreed to look at the make model of the stairlift and get an electricians opinion on whether it could be repaired for a reasonable sum of money. 

· Cllr. Andrew Farr noted that the Bridge Club had replaced the battery in Town Hall Clock and it is now working.

· Matters relating to Footpaths & Stiles, could be sent to the Countryside Dept. MCC.
· Cllr. Peter McVann requested an update on getting a dog waste bin - Cadw are yet to decide the exact location, and there is currently no further information on any companies willing to empty the bin.

· The Chairman noted that arrangements for the 2017 Christmas Dinner are to be put on the next agenda.

Meeting closed 20.53
Date of next meeting:

· Monday 13th November 2017 – Grosmont Town Hall – 7.30 p.m. – Full Council meeting 
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