GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

12 JUNE 2017 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker

Cllr. James Beavan



Cllr. Martin Davies.


Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)

C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 


Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz

Cllr. Paul Sheridan

In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 
1.
To accept apologies for absence:  
2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
None declared.
The meeting was suspended by the Chairman to permit the Public Forum.

Public Forum:

No matters were brought forward by members of the public.
The meeting was resumed by the Chairman.

3.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held – 15th May 2017:

The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meetings and Members agreed that they were a true record.


Resolved: -
That minutes of the A.G.M. of the Council held on the 15th May 2017 be confirmed.

Resolved: -
That minutes of full council meeting held on the 15th May 2017 be confirmed.

4.
Matters Arising from the minutes:
· It was noted that Mr Roger Joy, MCC Street Lighting, will attend the July meeting.

Resolved: -
The Clerk will request an illustration of the proposed light and technical details. If possible, this will be forwarded to members in advance of the meeting.

· Grant to GADMAG for electrical supply. Members discussed this matter at some length and it was noted that the type of supply and costs may now differ from the original grant application.

Resolved: -
Members agreed that due to the urgent nature of the work they will consider a retrospective amendment to the original grant application.

5.         To receive and consider Correspondence: 
· Invitation to Gwent YFC Rally – 17/6/17 – this was read to members by the Chairman.

· One Voice Wales – Monmouth / Newport Area Committee – 13/7/17 – Usk. 

6.        To consider a request for a dog waste bin to be sited in the Grosmont
Castle grounds.

It was noted that there is a dog waste bin sited in the grounds of the Grosmont Church – this is emptied on a voluntary basis. 

Members discussed complaints / issues in the village relating to dog waste. 
Resolved: -
The Clerk will contact CADW to get permission to site a dog waste bin and also make enquiries into a contractor to empty the bin.
7.
To consider matters relating to Manor Farm Solar Park – Community Benefit:

· C. Cllr. Sara Jones was invited to this meeting to discuss the current situation but is unable to attend. She has indicated that she would like to hold a sub-committee meeting w/c 19/6/17.

· It was noted that there are current plans for the improvement of the Grosmont Town Hall. These existing plans could be put forward to Luxcara for consideration. 

8.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall: 

Following on from last discussions at last month’s meeting it was noted that a further meeting was needed with GADMAG.

Resolved: -
A working party of all Grosmont Members will bring forward for consideration models for potential running / improvements of the Town Hall. Suggestions are to be brought back to the next council meeting.

· It was noted that during both elections the lights were not working in the undercroft. There are special light bulbs downstairs and the timer switch does not seem to work – 4 wall lights.

Resolved: -
Cllr. Peter McVann will liaise with an electrician / the Clerk.

· Complaints have been received that the gates to the undercroft were tied shut at the weekend and therefore there was no access to the defibrillator. The Angel are hiring the undercroft over a June weekend and will need to lock the gates to secure stock.

Resolved: -
Cllrs will liaise with The Angel to ensure access or moving to suitable location.

9.  To consider the number of council meetings required each year and the day / date of the meetings:

· Members and the Clerk fully considered different options for holding council meetings.
A proposal was made to hold 6 meetings per year – bi-monthly – proposed by Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker, seconded by Cllr. Paul Sheridan.

A further proposal was made to hold 10 meetings per year (miss out August and December) – proposed by Cllr. Andrew Farr, seconded by Cllr. Vernon Jones.

The council voted 4 votes each for both proposals and the Chairman cast the deciding vote in favour of 6 meetings a year.

Resolved: -
Members resolved to hold bi-monthly council meetings, starting July 2017. 

Resolved: -
Should the need arise extra meetings will be scheduled to consider urgent / important matters.
· Members considered the most favourable date / day for holding meetings.

Cllr. Peter McVann proposed continuing to hold meetings on a Monday, seconded by Cllr. Martin Davies.
Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz proposed holding meetings on a Thursday, seconded by Cllr. Paul Sheridan.

Resolved: By 5 votes to 3 it was agreed to continue to hold meetings on the 2nd Monday of the month.
 It needed this will be reviewed at a later date.
10. To consider adopting a Communications Policy and forming a Community Plan and other policies.

It was noted that Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz is currently working on policy – the Clerk will supply him with a copy of the Welsh Government Statutory Guidance on Access on Access to Information on Community ad Town Councils.

Cllr. Paul Sheridan is working on an outline Community Plan and will circulate for consideration.
11. 
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural Roads:

Matters to report to M.C.C. 
· Cllr. Martin Davies requested information on when verge cutting is to be undertaken by MCC – C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones noted that is a rolling program that starts in June also drains on Park Road and water through hay barns – Cllr. D. Hughes Jones has a meeting with engineer scheduled. 

· Cllr. Peter Mc Vann – Poorscript Lane and drain crossing the road by the Mill Farm (bottom of Cupids Hill) also hedges through the village need cutting. It was noted that this may be landowner’s responsibility.

· Cllr. Andrew Farr noted that the give way sign at the top of the straight mile – also used to be signpost (Pandy / Grosmont) has been demolished – needs proper signage.

12. To consider matters relating to Planning – as listed below: 
· DC/2015/00554 – Construction of detached dwelling with parking and turning provision for 3 cars, on existing domestic curtilage – site adjacent Cefn-y-Bryn, Grosmont. (reconsultation due to revised layout).

Resolved: -
Members resolved to recommend this application for REFUSAL.

Members are concerned about the proposals for car parking / turning and possible drainage / sewer issues. It is felt that the proposed construction is potentially hazardous and that this is not suitable in a conservation area. It is noted that a number of objections have already been posted on this website.
· DC/2017/00536 – Outline planning application for a Farmworker’s dwelling – Pant Farm, Old Ross Road, Llanvetherine.

Resolved: -
Members resolved to recommend this application for APPROVAL.

· DC/2017/00589 – Proposed milking parlour and collection yard – Great Birches, Grosmont Road, Grosmont.

Resolved: -
Members resolved to recommend this application for APPROVAL.

EXISTING APPLICATIONS – to be determined by Monmouthshire County Council: (The Clerk has requested that MCC supply information on when these applications are likely to be determined). 

· DC/2015/01436 - The Angel Inn Grosmont –– Alterations to fire place – Pending

· DC/2015/00554 - Cefn-y-Bryn Grosmont –– Construction of new dwelling - Pending 

· DC/2016/00127 - Town Farm Grosmont ––Listed Building Consent to re-instate original features – Pending

· DC/2016/00264 - Castle Acre Grosmont –– Erection of Eco Bungalow in Garden - Pending

· DC/2016/00994 – Infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve energy efficiency together with detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Celyn-Kiln to Grosmont Lane, Grosmont, NP7 8LW– Pending.

· DC/2016/01048 – The proposals consists of an infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve its efficiency. Proposal also includes a detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Grosmont, NP7 8LW (Listed Building Consent) – Pending. 

· DC/2016/01115(LBC) – Internal alterations – Wern y Cwm, Llandewi Skirrid – Pending

· DC/2016/01338 – Partial change of use for occasional bed and breakfast, Wern y Cwm, Llandewi Skirrid, NP7 8AW - APPROVED

· DC/2016/01481 – Listed Building Consent – Proposed repair, renovation and conversion of existing listed barn to provide new dwelling – New House Barn, Llanvetherine – APPROVED

· DC/2016/01479 – Proposed repair, renovation and conversion of existing listed barn to provide new dwelling – New House Barn, Llanvetherine - APPROVED

· DC/2017/00156 – Removal of modern fireplaces, internal partitions, panelling rear and side windows. Convert loft and outhouse in to dining room, re-instate cellar and staircase, general electrical and plumbing works, new kitchen and bathroom throughout. Lift existing rear wall to give more privacy and more side boundary wall to allow parking – Town Farm, Grosmont, NP7 8EP - Pending.

· DC/2017/00028 – Removal of condition 2 from planning consent DC/2017//00789 to allow windows on the North East and South West as per original drawing and the addition of a dormer window (North East) in the roof to create a usable space - Meadow View Cottage B4347, Grosmont Bridge to Whitehouse Farm Grosmont NP7 8ES - Pending. 

· DC/2017/00454 & DC/2017/00455 (listed building consent) – Conversion of barn to ancillary domestic residential use including occasional bed and breakfast accommodation. Installation of solar pv panels – Wen y Cwm, Wern-Y-Cwm Road, Llandewi Skirrid, NP7 8AW- Pending.

13. To agree expenditure and other accounts matters: 
· Internal Auditor

The Council noted the acceptance of appointment of the Internal Auditor.

· Internal Audit Report

The Clerk read to members the Internal Audit Report and points made were duly noted.

· Annual Return 2016/17

The Clerk gave members full details of the Annual Return for 2016/17 Accounting Statements and annual governance statement for Grosmont Fawr Community Council.

Resolved: -
Members approved the Accounting and governance Statement and this was signed by the Chairman.

· Grant for public toilets - £1,200 has been requested from Roger Hoggins, MCC

· Churchyard grants: 
St Nicholas Church (Grosmont), Llangua Church, St Cadoc’s Church (Llangattock Lingoed), Llanvetherine Church, The Greig Chapel & Cwmerra Chapel

Resolved: - A grant of £75 per church for the sole purpose of Churchyard Maintenance was proposed by Cllr. Vernon Jones and seconded by Cllr. Andrew Farr – approved by all members.

· Members were given an overview of the bank statement / reconciliation dated 30/5/17. 

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the bank reconciliation dated 30/5/17.
· Members were given an overview of the budget control sheet dated 12/6/17 Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the budget control sheet.

· Members were given a full list of the payments for approval.
Mrs M Mercer – Salary (June)



£   133.46
HMRC (Quarterly PAYE Liability)


£     99.60

Catherine A. Williams Ltd (Internal Audit)

£   240.00

Petty Cash





£   100.00

Direct Debits: -
Swalec (Toilets, April)




£   9.95
Resolved: -
that the above accounts be approved for payment.
14. To consider Any Other Business: 
· The council noted that dates of the Clerk’s Holidays and agreed to move the next meeting to the 17th July 2017.

· Cllr. Andrew Farr queried the amount of the rent of the undercroft and hall and was informed that is was the same as for last year.

· It was noted that the caravan at Llangattock Lingoed should be moved within the next fortnight.
Date of next meeting:

· Monday 17th July 2017 – Grosmont Town Hall – 7.30 p.m. – June Council meeting 
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