GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

18 SEPTEMBER 2017 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. James Beavan


Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)

C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 


Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz
Cllr. Paul Sheridan

In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 
1.
To accept apologies for absence: 
Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker and Cllr. Martin Davies.

2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
None declared.
The meeting was suspended by the Chairman, at 7.33 p.m. to permit the Public Forum.

Public Forum:
Matters brought to the attention of the council included: -
· Stairlift in the Grosmont Town Hall is still in need of repair

· Request as to whether the Clerk will be able to give advice on applications on the Community Green Energy Grants and query on who is sitting on the applications panel.
· Queries regarding the new street lighting in Grosmont – time settings etc.
· Request to install 3 electric car charging points in the parking bays onside Th Angel. Cllrs were given some details of a grant scheme to pay up to 75% of cost.

The meeting was resumed by the Chairman at 7.45 p.m.
3.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held – 18th September 2017:

The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meetings and Members agreed that they were a true record. 
Resolved: -
That minutes of full council meeting held on the 18th September 2017 be confirmed.

4.
Matters Arising from the minutes
· Highways / Llangua junction. It was noted that the Highways Engineer has issued a notice for the cutting back of overgrown hedging / shrub. The Chairman agreed to request that action was taken on this matter.

5.         To receive and consider Correspondence: 
· A letter of introduction was received from PCSO 106 Ruth Moyse and also the Police Report dated 13/11/17. The Chairman read the report to members.

Resolved: -
The Clerk will publish the Police Report on the Council website.

· Invitation to Rural Transport Solutions for Monmouthshire & Rural Newport -  Cllr. Vitec Mintowt-Czyz offered to attend.

· Welsh Gov. – Consultation on guidance for principal councils on the review of communities.
Resolved: - The Clerk will send this to all members.

· Review of Community and Town Council Sector in Wales.
Resolved: -
This will be put on the council website and also on the agenda for the next meeting. All members will be sent available information. Questions include: -
i. What should Community and Town Councils be responsible for?

ii. How should they operate?

iii. What’s standing in their way to deliver for the local community?

iv. How do councils ensure they best represent their local community?

· Aneurin Bevan University Health Board – Thoracic Surgery in Wales.

Resolved: -
The Clerk will send information to all members.
· Aneurin Bevan University Health Board – Major Trauma Services in South Wales – a consultation.

· Monmouthshire County Citizens Advice – invitation to a.g.m. 

· Tony Hounsome – query regarding progress on bus shelters and blocked drains in Grosmont.
Resolved: -
The Clerk will liaise with MCC – Mr Phil Cook regarding the bus, highways matters have been sent to MCC.
· Boundary Commission – review of parliamentary constituencies.

Resolved: -
The Clerk will put this information on the Council website.
Cllr. Paul Sheridan arrived – 19.57

6. 
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural Roads:

The Chairman read to members the responses to the last Highways report.

Matters to report to M.C.C. 

· Cllr. P. McVann – Poorscript Lane, only tarmac has been done - not all issues have been rectified. Potholes are appearing along the straight mile between Grosmont Wood & Trevyr Road. 
Water is running down the Hand Road. Cllr. A. Farr has rung the water board (following reporting to employee) started work last Thursday, but water is still running down the road. 
New street lights – 1 lamp standard in Bevan Court not changed as of different design. It is noted that some lights are on 24 hrs a day apart from 2 at the end of Poorscript Lane and Tolstone Way that are going out at approx. 11.30 p.m. Light spread not as good as old lights – dark areas. Town Farm Meadow light not on at all. 
Resolved: -
The Clerk will liaise with Mr Joy M.C.C. regarding lighting issues.

Beech Hill road, other side of little beech farm – culvert blocked. It was noted by Cllr. Andrew Farr that there were no markers for the deep ditch and someone went into it recently.

· Cllr. V. Mintowt-Czyz wishes the council to be informed when the sweeper is coming so that cars can be moved to enable a better clean. The Operator has stated that there is a schedule but this is often amended. 

· Cllr. Jim Bevan – all drains above Lane’s Garage, Llanvetherine blocked – including on both corners.

· Cllr. Andrew Farr – Straight mile to be re-surfaced. The top part was “dressed” in May and he would like to know when MCC will re-surface the rest of the road. Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz noted that this stretch of road had been part of 2 major cycle races in the last 2 years – straight mile is a significant part of this track. He would like to see MCC improve this route to support the events. 
The Water Board – closed the road from Pontrilas for 5 days but only worked 2 days (straddling the weekend).

Resolved: - The Clerk is to write to Welsh Water to ask why this was not done on consecutive weekdays.
C. Cllr David Hughes Jones noted that the Park Road works have been completed.

7.
To consider matters relating to Planning as listed below: –
· DC/2017/00784 – Alterations and extension to the existing dwelling house to include the conversion of an existing wood shed, removal of existing agricultural steel framed building – The Park, Great Park Road, Llanvihangel Crucorney, NP7 8NS

Resolved: -
Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.

· DC/2017/01290 – Outline planning for 1no. 3 / 4 bedroomed dwelling (Rural Enterprise Dwelling) and detached garage – Grosmont Wood Farm, New Inn Road Grosmont, NP7 8LB.
Resolved: -
Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.

8.
To consider matters relating to Manor Farm Solar Park – Community Benefit: 
It was noted that any 2017 grant applications to the fund must be submitted by no later than the 30th November 2017.
There is no “points” system but the criteria is that is must benefit widely the community. Full details available on the website. www.communitygreenenergy.co.uk
9.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall – including matters relating to the Stairlift.
Cllr. Peter McVann reported that an electrician had stated that there was nothing electrically wrong with the stairlift. There is a mechanical issue - when you put the arm rest down it does not control the footplate. 

Resolved: - The Clerk will contact South Wales Stairlifts, as soon as possible, to get the issues mended and the stairlift serviced. 
Cllr Witek Mintowt-Czyz requested a key for the Grosmont Town Hall to be approved.

Resolved: -
Key holders for Grosmont Town Hall – Richard (Grosmont Post Office), Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker, Grosmont Together (Gary Squires) and the Clerk. 

Cllr Witek Mintowt-Czyz outlined Grosmont Togethers plans to manage the hall and “front up” the planning for refurbishing the Town Hall – on behalf of the Community Council. Members freely discussed this matter but as it was not on the agenda a decision was not made.
Resolved: -
The proposal that Grosmont Together have day to day control of the Town Hall and consult with the community on plans for the Town Hall will be considered at the next meeting. In advance of this meeting Cllr. Witek Mintowt-Czyz is going to send Clerk, for distribution to members, a written plan of the proposal by Grosmont Together for consideration at the meeting.

Resolved: -
Grosmont Together is to be able to “pitch” at the next meeting and outline their plans. Other groups may also attend and are invited to attend.
10. To agree expenditure and other accounts matters: 
· Members noted and considered the conclusion of the external audit and recommendations.
· Members noted the requirements of “Automatic Enrolment” from the Pensions Regulator. The Clerk has undertaken all required actions.

· Members were given an overview of the bank statement / reconciliation dated 31/10/17. 

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the bank reconciliation dated 31/10/17.
· Members were given an overview of the budget control sheet dated 13/11/17 Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the budget control sheet. 
· Members were read the full list of the payments for approval.

Payments for approval: 

Mrs M Mercer – Salary (October)


£   133.46
Mrs M Mercer – Salary (November)


£   133.46
H.M.R.C. (3mths tax liability)



£     99.60
BCM Electrical





£     20.00
Direct Debits: -
Swalec (Toilets, September)



£   9.95 

Swalec (Toilets, October)



£   9.95
Swalec (Town Hall)




£117.32
Welsh Water (Town Hall)



£  66.10
Resolved: -
that the above accounts be approved for payment (Signed by the Chairman).
11. To consider Any Other Business: 
Cllrs. Witek Mintowt-Czyz requested that members re-consider the day / date of the council meetings – this item will be place on the agenda for consideration at the next meeting.
Meeting closed 21.18
Date of next meeting:

· Monday 8th January 2017 – Grosmont Town Hall – 7.30 p.m. – Full Council meeting 
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