GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

12 DECEMBER 2016 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. Trevor Beavan


Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)

C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 


Cllr. Ken Palmer




In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 
1.
To accept apologies for absence:  
Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker, Cllr. Martin Davies & Cllr. Tony Hounsome
2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
Cllr. Andrew Farr disclosed a potential interest in item 13.
The meeting was suspended at 7.32 p.m. to permit Public Forum. 

3.
Public Forum:

i. Members of the public present commented that they had an interest in item 13 – planning application DC/2016/01211 – Single Storey extension to provide utility room – Ffynnon Ganol, Grosmont, NP7 8EP. They provided members with 2 extra architects’ plans / concept sketches for consideration.
.
The meeting re-opened at 7.35 p.m.

4.
C.O. 103 Selina Hayward:

C.O. 103 Selina Hayward and C.O. 252 Sara Mason gave members an overview of local crime since the beginning of October 2016. It was noted that the main concern was break-ins at outbuildings not attached to dwellings. 


Councillors were given “Eyes and Ears” booklets to note down any suspicious behaviour / vehicles / incidents. This information is then to be relayed to the appropriate police officer / department either by ringing 101 or if urgent 999.


A “Your Voice” survey has shown that there is public concern over speeding on the A465 at Pandy and off road bikes especially through Llanvetherine. This will be a local priority for Officers. 

Members mentioned various minor local incidents of concern.


Resolved: -
The Clerk will send C.O. Selina Hayward a list of the 2017 Council Meeting Dates.

The Chairman thanked C.O. Selina Hayward and C.O. Sara Mason for attending the meeting – they left the meeting at 7.47 p.m.

5.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held – 14th November 2016 – full council:

The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meeting and members agreed that they were a true record.


Resolved: -
That minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 14th November 2016 be confirmed.
6.
Matters Arising from the minutes: 
6. i
Manor Farm Solar Park – meeting delayed due to lack of available Councillors. This will be convened as soon as participants’ availability can be confirmed.
6. ii
Street Lighting – The Clerk will liaise with Roger Joy, M.C.C., in the New Year to view sample lanterns and find out details of plans to change street lights.

6.iii
Response from David Davies MP to traffic issues. It was noted that no further information was available and the response was the same as received from Nick Ramsay AM.
6.iv
Acknowledgement of comments re Once Voice Wales meetings.

7.
Correspondence: 
· Ms Patricia Watson has made an enquiry regarding the facilities / Clubs in Grosmont. It was noted that the Clerk has responded with some information. Further information will be supplied by Cllrs.
· Once Voice Wales – training available - noted.

· Valuation Office Agency – rate revaluation.
· M.C.C. – Candidate briefing sessions – 26/1/17 & 31/1/17 – 6.00 p.m. County Hall, Usk.
8.
To consider matters relating to Local Affordable Housing:

· A Local “Drop in Session” is to take place prior to the January 2017 or February 2017 council meeting. 4.30 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. at Grosmont Town Hall.
· David James will provide leaflets, flyers etc.
Resolved: -
The Clerk will continue to liaise on this matter.
9.
To consider matters relating to Llangua Bus Shelter: 

· The Clerk has supplied photos and location plan to Savills, acting on behalf of the Kentchurch Estate, and is awaiting a response.
Resolved: -
The Clerk will chase a response.
10.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall: 
· Councillors agreed to give consideration to how best to look at suggestions for progressing priorities in renovating the Town Hall and to look into how to proceed with grant applications, committees etc. 
It was suggested that a key safe may aid hirers’ access to the hall. 

Resolved: - This will be placed on the agenda for consideration in 2017.

11.
To consider matters relating to the need for the council to publish documents on a website:


The Welsh Assembly Governments advice on access to information for Town and Community Council’s was noted.


The Clerk clarified to members the amount / type of documents that it is required to publish on a website.


It was noted that the current Grosmont Website may be updated in the near future.


Resolved: -
Members agreed to consider this matter further in 2017.
12.
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural Roads:
It was noted that a response has not yet been received to the November M.C.C. Highways Proforma.

Resolved: -
The Clerk will request a response.

i. Top of Grosmont pitch to 1st turning to Grosmont – Road in a bad state (by Grosmont Wood Farm).

ii. Vactor is needed due to recent heavy rain – gullies are blocked with leaves / rubble.

13.       To consider matters relating to Planning – as listed below: 
Applications for consideration: 

· DC/2016/01115(LBC) – Internal alterations – Wern y Cwm, Llandewi Skirrid, NP7 8AW

Resolved: -

Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.
· DC/2016/01211 – Single Storey extension to provide utility room – Ffynnon Ganol, Grosmont, NP7 8EP

Resolved: -

Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.
· DC/2016/01338 – Partial change of use for occasional bed and breakfast, Wern y Cwm, Llandewi Skirrid, NP7 8AW.

Resolved: -

Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.
EXISTING APPLICATIONS: 
· DC/2015/01436 - The Angel Inn Grosmont –– Alterations to fire place – Pending

· DC/2015/00554 - Cefn-y-Bryn Grosmont –– Construction of new dwelling - Pending 

· DC/2016/00127 - Town Farm Grosmont ––Listed Building Consent to re-instate original features – Pending

· DC/2016/00264 - Castle Acre Grosmont –– Erection of Eco Bungalow in Garden - Pending

· DC/2016/00757 – Access for incidental use of land leading to a proposed outbuilding structure - Greenfields Cottage, 7 Town Farm Meadow, Grosmont – APPROVED
· DC/2016/00787 – Conversion of outbuilding to residential dwelling with single storey extension – The Post Office, Grosmont, NP7– Pending.

· DC/2016/00994 – Infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve energy efficiency together with detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Celyn-Kiln to Grosmont Lane, Grosmont, NP7 8LW– Pending.

· DC/2016/01048 – The proposals consists of an infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve its efficiency. Proposal also includes a detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Grosmont, NP7 8LW (Listed Building Consent) – Pending.
14.
To agree expenditure and other accounts matters: 

i. Grant request from Citizens Advice Bureau:
Resolved: -
Members approved a grant of £100 to the Citizens Advice Bureau.
ii. All Cllrs. received a copy of the Bank Reconciliation to 31/10/16.

Resolved: -
Following consideration of the above document the Chairman signed the bank reconciliation & bank statement dated 31/9/16.

iii. Chairman to sign “Change of address” bank mandate – it was noted that this had been previously signed by the Clerk and Chairman but rejected by Nat West.

Resolved: -
Members approved the signatories to sign the change of address mandate.
iv. Payments for approval: 

· Swalec (DD – Toilets, November)


£   9.95

· Mrs M Mercer – Salary (December)


£133.46

· H.M.R.C. (3mths liability tax)



£ 99.60
· Citizens Advice Bureau



£100.00
Resolved: 
that the above accounts be approved for payment.

15.     To consider Any Other Business:

The Cllrs and Clerk will continue to liaise regarding the Christmas Dinner.

16. Exclusion of Press & Public
By virtue of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public are excluded from discussions on the following item on the basis that disclosure thereof would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to the transacted.

17. To consider matters relating to the employment of the Clerk of the Council.

· To consider confirming Mrs Melanie Mercer as Clerk of the Council – following 6 month probationary period.
Resolved: -
Members approved the permanent employment of Mrs Melanie Mercer as Clerk of the Council.
The Chairman thanked Members and the Clerk for attending and closed the meeting at 8.45 p.m.

Date of next meeting:

Monday 9th January 2017 – 7.30 p.m. – Grosmont Town Hall
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