GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

13 FEBRURY 2017 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. Trevor Beavan


Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)

Cllr. Tony Hounsome 


C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 
Cllr. Ken Palmer




In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 
1.
To accept apologies for absence:  
Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker & Cllr. Martin Davies.
2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
None declared.
3.
Public Forum:

1 member of the public present who spoke briefly regarding notices on the Community Council noticeboard.
4.
To consider matters relating to Local Affordable Housing – Mr David James:


A “Drop in session” was held today, at the Grosmont Town Hall, from 4.30 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. The role of this session was to gather evidence of need for local affordable housing. A total of 4 forms were completed today from people who expressed that they need affordable housing. A few people have taken forms away and there has also been some telephone contact from people who couldn’t attend. It was noted that some people attending didn’t want affordable housing. There is a housing need but it is too early to say to what extent. The drop-in session is a starting point to access potential need. It was noted that the same process had been followed approx. 20/18 months ago, in Cross Ash but there has been no development so far. Others local schemes are also taking a long time. 


The Clerk has David James contact details if other people come forward.


The possible site for 15 houses is by Well Farm, Grosmont. Allocated sites – 5 or more plots in rural area must have affordable housing and this must be on the same plot. 3 units or more, infill, must provide affordable housing but sites of 3 or less can pay a levy instead of building houses. Rural development across England and Wales has slowed up dramatically and generally developers are not coming forward.

It is not known if there is any interest in local affordable housing in Llanvetherine.
New local affordable houses can be only for local people – existing housing stock can be offered to anyone.

It was noted that some residents of social housing in village have been offered the right to buy.

The Chairman thanked Mr David James and he left the meeting 19.41pm

A Rural allocation policy document, provided by C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones, was sent to all Councillors after the last meeting. New affordable houses all have a local (physical) connection to the community. The Last paragraph shows that the Council Council can override this policy – subject to exceptional need.

5.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held – 9th January 2017 – full council:

The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meeting and Members agreed that they were a true record.


Resolved: -
That minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 9th January 2017 be confirmed.
6.
Matters Arising from the minutes: 
6.i
Manor Farm Solar Park Community Benefit – C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones and & Cllr. Trevor Beavan are to represent Grosmont Fawr Community Council at the meeting to be held on the 23rd February 2017 at 7.00 p.m. in the Llanvapley Sports & Social Club.

6.ii
Street Lighting – The Clerk has e-mailed Roger Joy a list of 2017 meeting dates and asked which meeting he wishes to attend to bring sample lanterns and details of plans to change street lights – no further response.

6.iii
Community Council Website – is now in progress.

6iv
Cllr. Andrew Farr has arranged for a photographer to come to take official council photographs -  prior to next month’s meeting – 7.00 p.m. 13/3/17. 
7.
To consider donations request from Abergavenny Eisteddfod & Teenage Cancer Trust:

· Abergavenny Eisteddfod – Appeal letter - 25/3/17 junior Eisteddfod and 17/6/17 – adult Eisteddfod. 
Resolved: - This request was not supported.
· Teenage Cancer Trust 
Resolved: -
A donation of £50 was approved.
8.
To receive and consider Correspondence: 

· Heddlu Gwent Police – Crime Report – this was read out by the Chairman.

· Donation request – Gwent Federation of Young Farmers’ Clubs.

Resolved: - This will be put on the agenda for the next meeting.

· Donation request – Tenovus Cancer Care.

· Resolved: - This will be put on the agenda for the next meeting.

· A “Thank You” letter has been received from Monmouthshire County CAB.
· Ms Patricia Dukes has sent in a request for the council to lobby for a better bus service – more days per week. 
Resolved: -
The Clerk will endeavour to find out how well the current bus service is used. (Clerk to contact bus company).
· Monmouthshire Comprehensive School – Invitation to Community Workshop – 16/2/17 – 7 – 9 pm at the Shire Hall, Monmouth. - noted

· Monmouthshire County Council - Nomination papers for Elections 2017 - noted

9.
To consider matters relating to Llangua Bus Shelter: 

Savils, acting on behalf of the Kenchurch Estate, have agreed that the proposed bus shelter will pose no issues.

Resolved: -
The Clerk will forward this information to Monmouthshire County Council.
10.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall.

Resolved: - The Clerk will contact the architect to ask is assistance is available with funding options.
· Issues to be addressed at the hall: -
The male lavatory - toilet not flushing and the sink tap constantly dripping. 
Resolved: -
The Clerk will request the attendance of a local plumber to sort these issues. 

· It was noted that the Fire appliance testing has been undertaken.

· Resolved: - The Clerk will check if the Fire Risk Assessment is up to date and if PAT testing is required.
11.
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural Roads:

The Clerk reported on the Monmouthshire County Council responses to reported Highways issues – 023466 & 023715.

Matters to report to M.C.C.
Cllr. Peter McVann reported –
· Pot hole growing in middle of road by Dyffryn Cottages & Lower Dyffryn (by white lines)
· Outside Rose Cottage / opposite Council aspect – hedge needs “siding” – creeping out into road blocking vehicles passing (Rose Cottage to trim). 
· (For reporting to Kenchurch Parish Council) from Pontrilas over railway line before bend – pothole 2 ½ feet long wide & deep – damaging wheels 
· Traffic lights on bridge, sometimes working, sometimes not – sometimes waiting a long time – other side of bridge a lot of rubbish in the verges (this needs reporting to Ewas Harold Parish Council).
Cllr. Ken Palmer reported – 

· 2 lots of material dumped – more window frames dumped by road in next layby as you go to Abergavenny A465 – not cleared an attracting more rubbish.

Cllr. Andrew Farr noted that Monmouthshire County Council still needed to provide a numbered road map of the area.
Cllr. Trevor Beavan reported – 

· Opposite Wern y Cwm Barn water comes down from The Firs – water coming across the road – blocked pipe – last one on the left coming down from The Firs. Water also coming out of the field.

11.       To consider matters relating to Planning – as listed below: 
Applications for consideration: 
· DC/2016/00711 – Discharge of condition3 (lagoon plan) relating to application DC/2016/00711 – Grosmont Wood Farm, New Inn Road, Grosmont, NP7 8LB.

Resolved: -
Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.
· DC/2016/01481 – Listed Building Consent – Proposed repair, renovation and conversion of existing listed barn to provide new dwelling – New House Barn, Llanvetherine - APPROVED

Resolved: -
Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.
· DC/2016/01479 – Proposed repair, renovation and conversion of existing listed barn to provide new dwelling – New House Barn, Llanvetherine

Resolved: -
Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.
EXISTING APPLICATIONS: 
· DC/2015/01436 - The Angel Inn Grosmont –– Alterations to fire place – Pending

· DC/2015/00554 - Cefn-y-Bryn Grosmont –– Construction of new dwelling - Pending 

· DC/2016/00127 - Town Farm Grosmont ––Listed Building Consent to re-instate original features – Pending

· DC/2016/00264 - Castle Acre Grosmont –– Erection of Eco Bungalow in Garden - Pending

· DC/2016/00787 – Conversion of outbuilding to residential dwelling with single storey extension – The Post Office, Grosmont, NP7– APPROVED

· DC/2016/00994 – Infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve energy efficiency together with detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Celyn-Kiln to Grosmont Lane, Grosmont, NP7 8LW– Pending.

· DC/2016/01048 – The proposals consist of an infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve its efficiency. Proposal also includes a detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Grosmont, NP7 8LW (Listed Building Consent) – Pending. 

· DC/2016/01115(LBC) – Internal alterations – Wern y Cwm, Llandewi Skirrid – Pending
· DC/2016/01338 – Partial change of use for occasional bed and breakfast, Wern y Cwm, Llandewi Skirrid, NP7 8AW - Pending. 

· DC/2016/01328 – Retention of landscaping of garden – levelling and build retaining walls using gabion baskets and dry stone walls. Laid in an open structure for enhanced wildlife habitat – Great Blaencoed Stables, Llanddewi Skirrid, NP7 8AH- Pending.

12.
To agree expenditure and other accounts matters: 
i. Payments for approval: 

· One Voice Wales




£106.00

· Swalec (DD – Toilets, January)


£   9.95

· Swalec (DD – Town Hall)



£147.49

· Wales Audit Office (2015.16 Internal Audit)

£255.90

· Fire-Rite (Fire Appliance Testing)


£  50.82
· Teenage Cancer Trust




£  50.00
· Monmouthshire County Council (Grounds Maint)
£240.00

· Mrs M Mercer – Salary (February)


£133.46
Resolved: 
that the above accounts be approved for payment.

13.     To consider Any Other Business:
· “Our Grosmont Fawr”. The Chairman read a document to members that had been received from a village group. 

· List of 2017 meeting dates for all Councillors – distributed.

· Cllr. Peter McVann asked if any official notification had been received regarding this year’s bike race - this may start and finish in the village. It was noted that Graffiti on road was not acceptable.
The Chairman thanked Members and the Clerk for attending and closed the meeting at 9.30 p.m.

Date of next meeting:

Monday 13th March 2017 – 7.30 p.m. – Grosmont Town Hall
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