GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

09 JANUARY 2017 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. Trevor Beavan


Cllr. Martin Davies

Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)
C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann (Item 9 onwards)

Cllr. Ken Palmer




In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 
1.
To accept apologies for absence:  
Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker & Cllr. Tony Hounsome
2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
None declared.
3.
Public Forum:

No members of the public present.
4.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held – 12th December 2016 – full council:

The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meeting and 1 amendment was made to the draft minutes. Members then agreed that they were a true record.


Resolved: -
That minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 12th December 2016 be confirmed.
5.
Matters Arising from the minutes: 
6. i
Manor Farm Solar Park – meeting to be convened shortly.
6. ii
Street Lighting – The Clerk has sent Roger Joy, M.C.C., a list of the 2017 meeting dates. He will arrange with the Clerk to attend a meeting and bring samples of proposed new street lights.
6. iii
Cost / funding sources of defibrillators are being sought by the Clerk.

6. iv
Website - further to discussions at the December 2016 meeting Councillors considered the need for a Grosmont Fawr Community Council website. 


Resolved: -
Members requested that the Clerk sets up a Grosmont Fawr Community Council Website. The cost of this was agreed at approx. £8 per month.
6.
Correspondence: 
· M.C.C. – “Cluster Meeting” – 24/1/17 – 6 p.m. at Council Offices, Abergavenny – noted.
· “Battle’s Over – A Nation’s Tribute – 11th November 2018 (Chain of beacons) – noted for future reference.
· One Voice Wales – Area Meeting – 26/1/17 – Sessions House, Usk – 7.00 p.m. – noted.
· M.C.C. – “Give Dog Fouling the Red Card” – meeting to be held 26.1.17, Room P4 Usk County Hall – 2.30 p.m. – noted.
· BDO – Audit bills to be sent out by the Wales Audit Office - noted
· Independent Remuneration panel for Wales – discussion event – 15.2.17 – 12.30 p.m. – St Michael’s Centre, Abergavenny – noted.
· Aneurin Beavan Health Board – public meeting – 9.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. – 17/2/17 – Christchurch Centre, Newport – noted.
7.
To consider matters relating to Local Affordable Housing:

· A Local “Drop in Session” is to take place prior to the February 2017 council meeting. 4.30 p.m. to 7.00 p.m. at Grosmont Town Hall.
· David James will provide leaflets, flyers etc.
8.
To consider matters relating to Llangua Bus Shelter: 

· The Clerk has supplied photos and location plan to Savills, acting on behalf of the Kentchurch Estate, and is still waiting for a response.
Resolved: -
The Clerk will continue to request a response.
9.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall: 
· Members considered matters relating to the improvement of Grosmont Town Hall.

· It was agreed that the initial stages of consideration will be done by “Working Parties” with members of the Council and some members of the public. A first meeting will be held by Cllr. Ken Palmer, the Clerk and the former Clerk.

Resolved: -
Cllr. Ken Palmer and the Clerk will request an informal meeting with the former Clerk, Jane Fleming to discuss a plan to move forward grant applications.

10.
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural Roads:

It was noted that a response has not yet been received to the November or December M.C.C. Highways Proformas. The Clerk has requested a response.

Matters to report to M.C.C.
i. Vactor is still needed through Grosmont. Due to recent heavy rain – gullies are blocked with leaves / rubble.

ii. Large arrow sign at the bottom of “Grosmont Road”, Llangua has partially blown down and it is possible that if it fully falls damage could occur – urgent.

iii. Speed signs through Llanvetherine are very confusing – at one point both 30mpg and national speed limit are shown at the same location.

11.       To consider matters relating to Planning – as listed below: 
Applications for consideration: 
· DC/2016/01328 – Retention of landscaping of garden – levelling and build retaining walls using gabion baskets and dry stone walls. Laid in an open structure for enhanced wildlife habitat – Great Blaencoed Stables, Llanddewi Skirrid, NP7 8AH.
Resolved: -
Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.
EXISTING APPLICATIONS: 
· DC/2015/01436 - The Angel Inn Grosmont –– Alterations to fire place – Pending

· DC/2015/00554 - Cefn-y-Bryn Grosmont –– Construction of new dwelling - Pending 

· DC/2016/00127 - Town Farm Grosmont ––Listed Building Consent to re-instate original features – Pending

· DC/2016/00264 - Castle Acre Grosmont –– Erection of Eco Bungalow in Garden - Pending

· DC/2016/00787 – Conversion of outbuilding to residential dwelling with single storey extension – The Post Office, Grosmont, NP7– Pending.

· DC/2016/00994 – Infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve energy efficiency together with detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Celyn-Kiln to Grosmont Lane, Grosmont, NP7 8LW– Pending.

· DC/2016/01048 – The proposals consists of an infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve its efficiency. Proposal also includes a detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Grosmont, NP7 8LW (Listed Building Consent) – Pending. 

· DC/2016/01115(LBC) – Internal alterations – Wern y Cwm, Llandewi Skirrid – Pending
· DC/2016/01211 – Single Storey extension to provide utility room – Ffynnon Ganol, Grosmont, NP7 8EP - APPROVED

· DC/2016/01338 – Partial change of use for occasional bed and breakfast, Wern y Cwm, Llandewi Skirrid, NP7 8AW - Pending.

12.
To agree expenditure and other accounts matters including considering the 2017/18 precept requirement: 
i. All Councillors received a copy of the Bank Reconciliation to 30/11/16
Resolved: -
Following consideration of the above document the Chairman signed the bank reconciliation & bank statement dated 30/11/16.

ii. All Councillors received a copy of the current (to date) Balance Sheet.

Resolved: -
Following due consideration members approved an Internal Transfer of £8,000 from General Reserves to Earmarked Reserves – Grosmont Town Hall Improvement Fund.
iii. PRECEPT CONSIDERATION All members were given a budget sheet for consideration. Consideration included details of reserves held as per item 12.ii.
Resolved: -
Following consideration of expected expenditure, including possible election costs, members approved the 2017/18 precept to remain at £6,000.
iv. Payments for approval: 

· Welsh Water (DD – Town Hall, November)

£ 79.72

· Swalec (CC – Toilets, December)


£   9.95
· Mrs M Mercer – Salary (January)


£133.46
· Grosmont Church (Replacement Chq)

£  75.00
Resolved: 
that the above accounts be approved for payment.

13.     To consider Any Other Business:
· The Clerk confirmed details of the Council Xmas Dinner.
· Cllr. Andrew Farr has arranged for a “Council Photograph” to be taken at the March 2017 council meeting.

· At the request of the Grosmont Church the out of date cheque for the Churchyard donation - £75 – will be re-issued. 
The Chairman thanked Members and the Clerk for attending and closed the meeting at 8.35 p.m.

Date of next meeting:

Monday 13th February 2017 – 7.30 p.m. – Grosmont Town Hall
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