GROSMONT FAWR COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

13 MARCH 2017 – GROSMONT TOWN HALL – 7.30 P.M.
MINUTES

Present: 
Cllr. Trevor Beavan


Cllr. Martin Davies



Cllr. Andrew Farr (Vice Chair)
C. Cllr. David Hughes Jones (Chair)
Cllr. Vernon Jones


Cllr. Peter McVann 
Cllr. Ken Palmer




In Attendance:
Mrs Melanie Mercer (Clerk) 
1.
To accept apologies for absence:  
Cllr. Mrs Margie Barker & Cllr. Tony Hounsome.
2.
To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below:
None declared.
The meeting was suspended by the Chairman to permit the Public Forum.
3.
Public Forum:

5 members of the public were present. Matters brought to the attention of the council included: -
· The need to re-tarmac the car park outside The Angel, 

· Grant for the public toilets, 

· Renting of the Town Hall / undercroft for a beer festival and cycle race,

· Proposed signage for The Angel

· Information regarding GADMAG

· Our Grosmont Fawr

The meeting was resumed by the Chairman.

4.
To approve and sign minutes of the meeting of previous meeting held – 13th February 2017 – full council:

The Chairman confirmed that members had received the minutes of the meeting and Members agreed that they were a true record.


Resolved: -
That minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 13th February 2017 be confirmed.
5.
Matters Arising from the minutes 
6.i
Street Lighting – Roger Joy. M.C.C. has said that there is currently no progress on this matter and will chase up the manufacturer for the sample to bring to a meeting.

6.ii
Website – in progress.

6iii
Local Affordable Housing – one further couple have come forward to request information.

6.
To consider donations, request from Bobath Children’s Therapy Wales, Tenovus Cancer Care & Gwent Federation of Young Farmers Clubs:

· Bobath Children’s Therapy Wales – Appeal letter 
Resolved: -
Members approved a £50 donation to Bobath Children’s Therapy Wales.
· Tenovus Cancer Care – Appeal letter
Resolved: -
Members approved a £50 donation to Tenovus Cancer Care.
· Gwent Federation of Young Farmers Clubs – Appeal letter.

Resolved: -
Members approved a £50 donation to Gwent Federation of Young Farmers Clubs.

7.
To receive and consider Correspondence: 
· PCSO Selina Hayward has sent a crime report and has requested any “Your Voice” survey issues. The report was read to members by the Chairman. Members were invited to submit any issues for the Heddle Gwent Police Your Voice survey. community area – needs postcode and issue - 

· Boundary Commission for Wales – 2018 Review of Parliamentary Consistencies in Wales – Secondary Consultation Period.

· Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council – Newsletter

· Welsh Government – invitation to consultation on the services provide and assets managed by the Community and Town Councils – 16/3/17 – Village Hall, Old Chepstow Road, Langstone – 9.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.

· Teenage Cancer Trust – Thank You letter

· Monmouthshire County Council - Election Matters including Nomination papers for members: -
Notice of Election – to be posted no later than 27th March 2017.
Close of Nominations – 4th April 2017. to be delivered, by hand, by 4pm to County Hall, Usk.
Deadline for appointment of election agents – 4th April 2017
Deadline for withdrawal of candidate – 4th April 2017
Statement of persons nominated – 5th April 2017
Deadline for registration applications – 13th April 2017 (Electoral Role)

Deadline for postal votes – 18th April 2017 (requests)

Notice of poll – 25th April 2017
Polling Day – 4th May 2017
8.
To consider matters relating to Manor Farm Solar Park – Community Benefit:

· Manor Farm Solar Park – Meeting for Community Cllrs. held 23rd February 2017 – C. Cllr. Sara Jones is contacting Luxcara (site owners) to get further details on the type of benefit that can be claimed – i.e. capital / revenue / free energy …….

· A Local firm is being contacted to see if they are set up to be able to oversee the bidding process.

· A request is being made to Luxcara that very local communities benefit first before the rest of Monmouthshire.

9.
To consider matters relating to Llangua Bus Shelter: 

· Clerk has sent letters of consent onto MCC. – information now awaited re costs etc.

10.
To consider matters relating to Grosmont Town Hall. 

· The Clerk has contacted Stephan Horowski and is awaiting a response regarding possible funding opportunities.
· Issues to be addressed – the male lavatory - toilet not flushing and the sink tap constantly dripping. Jane Fleming is co-ordinating repairs with local plumber.

· Fire Risk Assessment has been completed some time ago.

Resolved:-
The Clerk will liaise with Jane Fleming to find this document.
· The Clerk stated that there is some confusion on the charging for the Town Hall and it was agreed that this would be put on the agenda after the May elections.
11.
To consider matters relating to Highways / Rural Roads:

Matters to report to M.C.C. 

i. Cllr. V. Jones - Ewas Harold – 2 or 3 large potholes in the village leading into from the main road
ii. Cllr. M. Davies - Pot holes on Park Road and could do with sweeper for gutters etc. Straight mile – bad road surface. 
iii. Cllr. P. McVann - Llangattock Lingoed / Pandy road – opening up again.  Have requested sweeper for 6 months – now only comes once a year. C. Cllr. D Hughes Jones will liaise with MCC to find out about frequency of the sweeper. 
iv. Cllr. K. Palmer state that no action has been taken regarding the fly tipping on A465 or the missing “Cats eyes” on sections of the A465.
v. Cllr. T. Beavan– pipes blocked above Woodacwm Barn - water comes out on the road.
12.       To consider matters relating to Planning – as listed below: 

Applications for consideration: 
· DC/2015/01266 – Fitting 16 solar P.V. panels to the roof of new hours. Permission is required due to removal of permitted development rights as a condition of planning application DC/2013/00867 – High Tresenny, Grosmont, NP7 8LW.

Resolved: -
Members recommended this application for APPROVAL.
· DC/2017/00156 – Removal of modern fireplaces, internal partitions, panelling rear and side windows. Convert loft and outhouse in to dining room, re-instate cellar and staircase, general electrical and plumbing works, new kitchen and bathroom throughout. Lift existing rear wall to give more privacy and more side boundary wall to allow parking – Town Farm, Grosmont, NP7 8EP. 
Resolved: -
Members recommended this application for APPROVEL – subject to, prior to works commencing, legal approval of access rights to proposed parking area.
· DC/2017/00028 – Removal of condition 2 from planning consent DC/2017//00789 to allow windows on the North East and South West as per original drawing and the addition of a dormer window (North East) in the roof to create a usable space 
· Meadow View Cottage, B4347, Grosmont Bridge to Whitehouse Farm, Grosmont, NP7 8ES
Members were unable to make a resolution on this matter as this application was not received in time to give public notice of consideration. As members, they did not see any issues with this application.
EXISTING APPLICATIONS: 
· DC/2015/01436 - The Angel Inn Grosmont –– Alterations to fire place – Pending

· DC/2015/00554 - Cefn-y-Bryn Grosmont –– Construction of new dwelling - Pending 

· DC/2016/00127 - Town Farm Grosmont ––Listed Building Consent to re-instate original features – Pending

· DC/2016/00264 - Castle Acre Grosmont –– Erection of Eco Bungalow in Garden - Pending

· DC/2016/00994 – Infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve energy efficiency together with detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Celyn-Kiln to Grosmont Lane, Grosmont, NP7 8LW– Pending.

· DC/2016/01048 – The proposals consists of an infill extension and other modifications to the building fabric to improve its efficiency. Proposal also includes a detached garage and associated landscape works – Alma House, Grosmont, NP7 8LW (Listed Building Consent) – Pending. 

· DC/2016/01115(LBC) – Internal alterations – Wern y Cwm, Llandewi Skirrid – Pending
· DC/2016/01338 – Partial change of use for occasional bed and breakfast, Wern y Cwm, Llandewi Skirrid, NP7 8AW - Pending. 

· DC/2016/01328 – Retention of landscaping of garden – levelling and build retaining walls using gabion baskets and dry stone walls. Laid in an open structure for enhanced wildlife habitat – Great Blaencoed Stables, Llanddewi Skirrid, NP7 8AH- APPROVED.

· DC/2016/00711 – Discharge of condition3 (lagoon plan) relating to application DC/2016/00711 – Grosmont Wood Farm, New Inn Road, Grosmont, NP7 8LB - APPROVED.

· DC/2016/01481 – Listed Building Consent – Proposed repair, renovation and conversion of existing listed barn to provide new dwelling – New House Barn, Llanvetherine – Pending.
· DC/2016/01479 – Proposed repair, renovation and conversion of existing listed barn to provide new dwelling – New House Barn, Llanvetherine - Pending.

13.
To agree expenditure and other accounts matters: 
· It was noted that the Clerk is missing 2 sheets of bank statements (nos 90 & 91) therefore has been unable to complete the bank reconciliation.

· The Clerk gave an overview of the balance sheet, dated 13/3/17.

Resolved: -
Members approved the Chairman to sign the balance sheet – 13/3/17.

Payments for approval: 

· Swalec (DD – Toilets, February)


£   9.95

· Mrs M Mercer – Salary (March)


£133.46
· Bobath Children’s Therapy Wales


£  50.00
· Tenovus Cancer Care




£  50.00
· Gwent Federation of Young Farmers


£  50.00
Resolved: 
that the above accounts be approved for payment.

14.     To consider Any Other Business: 

Cllr. M Davies noted that a speed limit in Llanvetherine has “turned around” making the speeding signage very confusing. 

The Chairman thanked Members and the Clerk for attending and closed the meeting at 8.40 p.m.

Date of next meeting:

Monday 10th April 2017 – 7.30 p.m. – Grosmont Town Hall
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