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Cyngor Cymuned Grosmont Community Council 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 14th October 2025 at 7.30pm in St Nicholas Church, Grosmont
[bookmark: _Hlk203128252]Present:	Cllr. Lowri Wynn Morgan, Cllr. Nicholas Jones, Cllr. Jamie Edwards, Cllr. Witek Mintowt Czyz, Cllr. Jan Williams and Cllr. Margie Barker.
	7 Members of the public, County Councillor David Jones and Michaela Chaplin (Clerk)

1. Apologies for absence
None
2. Declarations of interest from Members
Declarations of interest from members would be declared at the relevant point in the meeting – Cllr. Lowri Wynn Morgan declared an interest in point 3 on the agenda and removed herself from voting.
3. Co-option
Members were informed that two application letters for the casual vacancy had been received, and the Clerk had previously provided all members with their letter of application. Following a secret ballot of Members, it was RESOLVED that Mr Alexander Hill be co-opted to serve as a community councillor. Mr Alexander Hill signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting. 
4. Planning Application Representative
A representative for Planning application DM/2025/01250 attending the meeting to answer any questions. It was RESOLVED to allow this to happen at an earlier point in the meeting to the Planning application. 
5. To Approve Minutes of Meetings
a. Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 9th September 2025 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on 9th September 2025 be confirmed as a correct record.
6. Matters Arising
No matters were raised
7. Town Hall Project
a. Peter Clarke gave a verbal report. Written report distributed via email prior to the meeting. Peter mentioned that the solar panels had been installed although we were waiting to hear regarding funding from CGEAG.
County Councillor David Jones explained that CGEAG met in August has decided on who will receive what funding, but they were waiting for the funds to be received from the Solar Panel Farm. As soon as this is received all applicants will be contacted.
RESOLVED that Cllr. L Wynn Morgan would write to CGEAG and explain why the solar panels have been fitted prior to the funds being received. Mark Whitaker will provide a crib sheet as to the reasons why.

Cllr. L Wynn Morgan updated all on the kitchen situation. A drawing Mark Whitaker produced was distributed.  We heard representations about the designs along with concerns set out in email from the Architect. 
RESOLVED that Cllr. L Wynn Morgan would submit the design discussed to the Architect to action. Peter explained the plans would go to the next meeting with the Architect and Building contractor on Tuesday 21st October. (design attached)
b. To discuss Council representation at working parties
Currently there are Councillors on GCHMG and the Building committee. Members would like to join the committees but currently the meetings are held in the daytime, the councillors work during the day. RESOLVED to discuss changing the meetings to evenings at the next GCHMG meeting on Thursday 16th October.
Cllr. W Mintowt Czyz shared concern with the current structure and proposed that a more robust structure needed to be put into place with the various groups/committees providing minutes to GCHMG for discussion and the GCHMG will report at the next Council meeting for ratification. Cllr. L Wynn Morgan agreed that good communication was required to ensure correct processes were followed. It was RESOLVED that this should be discussed at the next GCHMG meeting on Thursday 16th October.
c. Grants update
Peter Clarke explained Funding budget information is available on Dropbox. Members shared concern that they are unsure where the project stands with finance. Council is grateful for all the hard work that everyone has put into the Town Hall Project especially the funding group. An uplift of £6,800 has been awarded by The National Lottery and £10,000 from Pilgrim Trust has been awarded.
d. Joint Meeting
RESOLVED that this meeting must be organised as soon as possible. Possible dates to be discussed at the GCHMG meeting on Thursday 16th October.


8. Clerk and RFO
The Chair Cllr. L Wynn Morgan thanked the Clerk on behalf of the Council and residents for retracting her resignation.
9. To discuss the village shop closure
An update was received from Andrew North regarding funding possibilities and difficulties. NOTED that there is a Village shop options meeting being held on 15th October between 6pm and 7.30pm in the Nave with Peter Willis. 
Council thanks Andrew for all his hard work.
8.22pm Cllr. N Jones left the meeting.
NOTED Andrew North confirmed that the shop closure group was not connected with Grosmont Futures.
10. To discuss Biodiversity
NOTED the Biodiversity report has been received and distributed to councillors by the Clerk today. RESOLVED that the Clerk will report to council at the November meeting with the findings. The Clerk made members aware that there is biodiversity training offered by OVW, and that she will distribute the dates.
11. Finance Matters
a. Approval of Payment list	
RESOLVED that the payment list for October circulated by the Clerk be approved.
b. Bank Reconciliation
RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation for accounts of the 30th of September. 
c. Quarterly budget update
The Clerk distributed quarterly and 6 monthly budget updates prior to the meeting. NOTED
d. Discuss the Councils VAT status.
Completed VAT1, VAT1614A and VAT5L forms have been submitted as per the VAT expert Parkinsons Partnership recommendation.
12. Planning Applications
a. Application Number DM/2025/01250. Council heard from the applicant earlier in the meeting. RESOLVED to submit a response of support.
13. To discuss Policing Matters within the Community
Report was read out. It is on the council’s website for viewing.
14. To discuss the roads in and around Grosmont
The bridge at the bottom of Cupid hill was still a concern. County Councillor D Jones was able to update council on the matter; he has tried to obtain an update from Monmouthshire County Council and was feeling frustrated that this had not happened. He will now go to a higher level within the council to find out answers and will keep the Clerk up to date.
Cllr. A Hill and Cllr. J Edwards will investigate ways in which residents can report these issues to the County Council directly and inform the Clerk so that she can put a notice on Facebook and the Councils Website.
Cllr. W Mintowt Czyz will write to the local MS and Members of Parliament regarding the matter.
15. To discuss footpaths
No issues to report.
16. Correspondence 
The Clerk confirmed that any relevant correspondence is forwarded to members when it is received.
RESOLVED that the following items of correspondence be actioned as indicated
Christmas Tree Festival that will be held in the Church Nave from 13th December. The council will enter a tree. Members to discuss ideas.
17. Matters raised by members
Is there power in the under croft of the Town hall was discussed. It was confirmed that currently there is not but it maybe a project that can be carried out at a later date if required. 
18. Time and date of next meeting
RESOLVED next meeting will be Tuesday 11th November at 7.30pm. Jane Moggridge confirmed that the meeting can be held in St Nicholas church. 
19. Public and Press 
RESOLVED that further to Subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the following four items, by virtue of the nature of the business to be transacted.
20. Matters arising of a confidential matter
Brief discussion with the Clerk regarding continuing employment with the council. 

Meeting finished at 8.54pm





Signed: ___________________________

Date: _____________________________
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