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Cyngor Cymuned Grosmont Community Council 
Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 9th September 2025 at 7.30pm in St Nicholas Church, Grosmont
[bookmark: _Hlk203128252]Present:	Cllr. Lowri Wynn Morgan, Cllr. Nicholas Jones, Cllr. Jamie Edwards and Cllr. Witek Mintowt Czyz.
	7 Members of the public and Michaela Chaplin (Clerk)
1. Apologies for absence
Cllr. Jan Williams and Cllr. Margie Barker.
2. Declarations of interest from Members
Declarations of interest from members would be declared at the relevant point in the meeting – None were received.
3. To Approve Minutes of Meetings
a. Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 8th July 2025 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on 8th July 2025 be confirmed as a correct record.
4. Matters Arising
No matters were raised
5. Town Hall Project
a. Peter Clarke gave a verbal report. Written report distributed via email prior to the meeting. Roof to be finished by end of September and scaffolding to be removed in October. Rentokil has visited site and treated the woodworm. RESOLVED that council will meet the Rentokil costs for the wood worm.

Cllr. L Wynn Morgan had been asked to mentioned is it possible to reinstate a Finial that had fallen from the roof many years ago. Peter Clarke stated this would incur extra costs and would need to be investigated.

The addition of a WC upstairs in the Town hall was discussed in detail. Council APPROVED this alteration to the current building plans as long as the storage in the kitchen would be adequate. Funding this addition would need to be discussed further depending on available funds that can be obtained.

b. Discussion of Council representation at committees. Cllr. N Jones will discuss with all councillors and take recommendations to the next GF meeting.
Funding Process 
APPROVED the Clerk has delegated authority to agree to relevant funding applications in relation to the Town Hall renovations due to time restraints involved.
Council also APPROVED the Clerk has delegated authority to agree to minor matters in relation to the Town Hall renovations in-line with discussions with the building group, Peter Clarke (Project manager) and Sarah Browne (Architect). The Clerk is to keep Council informed.
c. The running of the Town hall
A joint meeting was to be arranged by the Clerk to discuss this matter along with the Partnership Agreement. CONFIRMED the Church would be the location and that Cllr. N Jones would chair the meeting as he is a Councillor for GCC and a Trustee for GF. Clerk to circulate dates for consideration.
6. To discuss Noticeboards
a. Grosmont
Public noticeboard is large and on the outside of the Town hall, currently it is unavailable due to the Town Hall renovations. Member of the public asked if a temporary location could be found while the renovations are ongoing. Council will try and find a suitable location.
A member of the public has kindly offered to renovate the current public noticeboard at a low cost.
The Community Council noticeboard is currently in storage and will need a small amount of maintenance.
b. Llangattock Lingoed
Notice board is in good condition. The clerk currently does not have access to it. Cllr. N Jones and Cllr. L Wynn Morgan will email the Clerk possible contacts for the area who may have access.
c. Llangua
The current noticeboard is in poor condition. Clerk to investigate replacements.
7. To discuss the village shop closure
Discussion took place. NOTED a group has been created within the community. Cllr. N Jones offered to publish information in the next Link magazine. GCC offer assistance where possible and will help with the distribution of questionnaires. 
Cllr. L Wynn Morgan as Chair Thanked Andrew North and Karen Fellows for all their hard work in relation to the Village shop for all their hard work.
No update.



8. Training
New training dates have been circulated and are available on OVW website. Clerk to redistribute the login details for the OVW website. The Clerk discussed the importance of training.
The Clerk discussed the Finance and Governance Toolkit and that they will start working through it. They have requested that two councillors volunteer to attend the OVW training module on this along with herself. APPROVED the Clerk will attend. The Clerk will then be bringing a section of the toolkit to council each month to consider.
9. To discuss land owned by Grosmont Community Council
Postponed to next meeting
10. To discuss Biodiversity requirements
The Clerk discussed the Council’s requirement to meet their Section 6 Duty and informed them that a Biodiversity plan should be in place and that a report is due at the end of 2025. The Clerk will be working on this.
There is a visit planned with the OVW Biodiversity Officer Rachel Carter for Monday 15th September at 3.30pm. The Clerk will report back to council with the findings.
The Clerk thanked Mark Whitaker for sharing his biodiversity findings for Grosmont and for offering to attend the meeting along with the Clerk.
11. Finance Matters
a. Approval of Payment list	
RESOLVED to approve the payment list for August and September circulated by the Clerk. Rentokil work APPROVED awaiting invoice.
b. Bank Reconciliation
APPROVED 
c. Discuss the Councils VAT status.
A VAT report produced by a VAT expert was circulated prior to the meeting. DISCUSSED and APPROVED that the Council will become VAT registered and opt to tax. Clerk to complete.
12. To consider the approval of the following Policies: -
a. Training Plan – APPROVED
b. Annual Report – APPROVED 
NOTED that Cllr. Mintowt Czyz felt that the issues caused by the previous Clerk not completing the required work should be in the report.

13. Clerk’s Report on the Councillor Vacancy
Clerk has put new posters on the noticeboards. Interest has been expressed to councillors, but no contact been made with the Clerk. RESOLVED the Clerk will place an advert on the council’s website and Facebook with a deadline of 30th September and any applicants would be considered at the November meeting.


14. Planning applications
None received
15. Policing Matters in the Community
Policing report distributed via email prior to the meeting and will be published on the website. Clerk gave a verbal report. NOTED
16. Roads in and around Grosmont
One area of overgrown hedging mentioned by a member of the public. Cllr. J Edwards to look at the area and report back.
17. Footpaths
Nothing to report
18. Correspondence 
The Clerk confirmed that any relevant correspondence is forwarded to members when it is received.
Matters of Correspondance discussed. 
RESOLVED that the Clerk will attend the OVW/SLCC Joint Online Conference.
NOTED OVW now send out an e-newsletter and it was agreed that it contained useful and interesting information.
19.  Matters raised by members
Cllr. L Wynn Morgan has delivered the hamper to Tracy and she was pleased.
20. Time and date of next meeting
RESOLVED next meeting will be Tuesday 14th October at 7.30pm. Jane Moggridge confirmed that the meeting can be held in St Nicholas church. 
21. Public and Press 
RESOLVED that further to Subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the following four items, by virtue of the nature of the business to be transacted.
22. Matters arising of a confidential matter
a. Clerks 6-month review
RESOLVED 
b. National Pay agreement for 2025/26
RESOLVED that the Clerk to receive the pay increase and back pay.

Meeting finished at 8.39pm





Signed: ___________________________

Date: _____________________________
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