MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH COMMITTEE HELD AT 2.00pm
ON MONDAY 19™ JANUARY 2026 AT THE RECTORY

PRESENT: Revd Mary Moore (MM), Karen Farr (KF) (Warden), Chrissie Farr (CF) (Warden),
Jeremy Foster (JF) (Treasurer), Carli Porter (CP)

1. WELCOME
MM welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with a prayer.

2. APOLOGIES: Apologies were received from JM and RJ.

3. PREVIOUS MINUTES

The Minutes of the Church Committee (*CC") meeting held on 8" December 2025 were accepted
as a true record, and will be signed by MM.

ACTION: MM/IM

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

(a) Sandra Ireson Legacy

It was agreed that it was proving a difficult decision on how to correctly spend the Sandra Ireson
Legacy of £3,500 left to St Nicholas Church. It was agreed that there should be a permanent,
tangible legacy related to children and young people, also music. MM will ask the congregation at
the next service, and a notice will be posted on the main board asking for suggestions by end
February. It was hoped a decision could be made at the next CC meeting.

JF agreed to sketch the outline of a service of memory for Sandy, to include the other
beneficiaries of her will.

ACTION: MM/KF/JF

(b) Ministry Area Update

Ministry Area services will be held on a rotation basis, with Candlemas on 3 February, at
Llanvihangel Crucorney.
The Pilgrim Passports and church stamps are now available in all churches.
RJ’s name has been put forward to Mary Heading for the Bronze Eco Award.
We have responded to the request for all Pastoral Districts to have a Safeguarding officer in place
as soon as possible — MM is listed on the main notice board, as well as the NMMA SLO.

Action: MM/RJ

(c) Planning and Development of the Post Office

JF reported that the MCC Planning website regarding the two main planning applications (the main
PO and the proposed new dwelling) continued to show “Pending Consideration”. JF has been in
contact with Anthony Thomas ("AT"), who confirmed no decisions have yet been made by MCC.

KF reported that Andrew North and the Grosmont Community Shop Group (*CSG”) are also in
touch with AT, in the hope that he can be persuaded to support the project. Contact is also being
made with planners, but no funds etc can be sought without community ownership of the building.
The current signs are not positive, but they will keep trying.

Action: JF/KF



(d) Friends of St Nicholas

MM noted that she supported this idea, but it was agreed to leave this action for a few months,
given all else that is going on at the moment. JF and JM to liaise, and to speak to GE to see how
they might respond/help.

Action: JF/JM

Publicity

CP now has good access to the Grosmont Group of Parishes — St Nicholas Church page on the
village website, and is able to put poster information on. The page was up to date, but some
training was still needed to enable further information to be added. JM to follow this up with CP.

Action: IM/CP

(e) Replacement of Pews

Since receipt of the information from the Diocesan Advisory Committee explaining the policy on
removing pews from churches, and the advice that we will need to produce “robust arguments” as
to why we want to replace the pews — it was agreed to proceed to submit a faculty. KF will put a
notice on Grosmont FB asking for a volunteer outside the church group to carry out a risk
assessment for manual handling. KF will follow up with the pew specialist who has given helpful
advice to date.

Action: KF/MM/JF

(f) Access to church gates and parking

JM reported via email that the sale of Woodview Cottage does not include any reference to the
temporary allowance from CiW for a car to be parked by the church gates. It was expected that
the new owners would access the parking for their cottage via Castle Lane. JF agreed to re-
confirm the original CiW guidance regarding church rights of access, so we could notify the new
owners if necessary.

5. MATTERS RELATING TO THE CHURCH BUILDING AND CHURCHYARD

KF confirmed that there are no matters to report. KF and JF are in contact regarding the leaking
south transept roof, and roofers are expected to visit shortly to assess the repair needs.

6. TREASURER'’S REPORT (Report Attached)

JF reported that he is preparing the final 2025 financial information to submit to NMMA. First
indications for the 2025 year are that income and expenditure were broadly in line with plan,
however some costs were higher than expected.

The Parish Share and Insurance costs were the largest commitments - around 75% of costs, and
84% of total income. So, after these items, there is minimal headroom to cover other operating
costs. The Parish Share is to increase by 5% for £2026 to £14,108. The increase in the insurance
premium for 2026 is minimal.

The bank balance is “healthy”, but continues to be eroded, so costs need to be monitored closely.

Following the discussion at last meeting, JF provided some figures relating to the question of
paying the” tithe” of 10% of the church’s income to be given to charity. JF noted that we currently
pay 13% of planned giving to charity — and 8% of total income. JF agreed to monitor and report
every 3 months to ensure we are comfortable with the church giving to charity.

JF was investigating RJ suggestion of QR code for giving.
Action: JF



7. WARDEN'S REPORT (Report Attached)

KF reported no major issues, grateful to Mike Noakes for monitoring the oil. She reported that the
hand dryer had been fitted. Other items in the report had been discussed in the meeting
previously.

8. HEALTH AND SAFETY REPORT

There was nothing to report.

9. SAFEGUARDING REPORT

MM would follow up in church relating to the safeguarding matter previously discussed.
10. MINISTRY MATTERS

MM noted the funeral at St Nicholas on 23 January for Rosamund Rocyn Jones. Andrew will be
officiating, Llewelyn Morgan will play the organ.

MM reported that the Youth Group was very positive, and she is committing as much time as she
can to this. This will be reviewed in April depending on her time commitments.

Lent services would be coordinated in the Ministry Area, with 6 weeks of courses. Grosmont would
host the 24 March event. Ash Wednesday service will be held at St Nicholas on 18 February, 10am.
CP will put up posters.

MM continues with the “Ask the Vicar” sessions in the Angel, which are planned to happen again
during Lent as they did in Advent.

Action: MM/CP
11. AOB

JF noted that, for insurance purposes, he and KF would carry out a review of the key holder
responsibilities, key safe etc.

Action: KF/JF

KF mentioned the plan outlined by Martin Jackson for a secure platform to be built in the bell
chamber to allow more secure access to the external parapet. JF and KF will discuss the feasibility
and cost, and report back to the committee.

Action: KF/JF

CLOSE AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Date of the next meeting of the Church Committee would be 2.00pm on Monday 2" March 2026.
At 3.20pm the meeting closed with a Prayer.



