
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH COMMITTEE HELD AT 2.00pm 

ON MONDAY 2nd March 2026 AT THE RECTORY 

PRESENT: Revd Mary Moore (MM), Karen Farr (KF) (Warden) (On Zoom), Chrissie Farr (CF) 

(Warden), Jeremy Foster (JF) (Treasurer) (On Zoom), Russell James.  

1. WELCOME 

MM welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with a prayer. 

2. APOLOGIES: There were apologies from CP 

 

3. PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 

The Minutes of the Church Committee meeting held on 19th January 2026 were accepted as a true 

record, and were signed by MM.  

          

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 

(a) Sandra Ireson Legacy 

It was reported that there had been no replies to the notice asking for suggestions for a memorial 

to Sandra Ireson. There had been one informal conversation, and a suggestion had been made 

that there could be a space provided in the churchyard, in the form of an oak post, where plaques 

of remembrance could be put. KF and JF agreed to investigate this. It was agreed that the 

remainder of the money could be given to the Youth Club. 

          Action: KF/JF 

(b) Ministry Area Update 
 

There was nothing to report as there had been no meeting of the Ministry Area since the last CC 

meeting. 

 

 

(c) Planning and Development of the Post Office 

JF reported that there had been no change since our last meeting. He said he would continue to 

monitor the situation. 

Action: JF 

(d) Friends of St Nicholas 

There had been no further progress on this. JF and JM to meet to discuss the best way forward. 

 

Action: JF/JM 

(e) Replacement of Pews 

KF informed the meeting that Katy Roberts had very kindly agreed to conduct a risk assessment 
on moving the pews, one on moving chairs should we have them and analysing the comparable 
risks. Once this was done seeking a faculty could proceed. 

(f) Access to the Church Gates and Parking 
 

JM reported that the new residents at Woodview were aware of the parking situation regarding 
the church access and were parking on the left side outside the church gates. It was agreed that, 
as they were very willing to co-operate, and apparently would be creating access to their back 
garden up Castle Lane, this temporary arrangement was acceptable. 
 



(g) Review of Keys 

This matter was on going. It was intended to have a list of keyholders and to change the code on 
the key safe. JF agreed to investigate a larger key safe. 

Action: KF/JF 

(h) Access to the External Parapet of the Tower 

This matter is ongoing. 

Action JF/KF 

 
5. TREASURER’S REPORT (Report Attached) 

JF reported that he had submitted the final accounts to NMMA and that this will form the accounts 
to be tabled at the Vestry Meeting. 

The past year had turned out broadly on plan. The Parish Share and Insurance are the largest 
commitments and energy costs are higher than anticipated. Bank balances remain good but 
continue to be eroded. JF reported that he would do a full budget for2026 to assess where we can 
increase income and save costs. 

There had been an agreement at the last meeting to give a tithe of 10% of our normal annual 
income in charitable giving. JF reported he had done an analysis of the figures and that there was 
a remaining balance. He proposed that several charitable organisations could benefit from this. JM 
suggested the Lent Appeal, which this year was going to local charities. It was also agreed to put 
this on the Agenda for the Vestry Meeting so suggestions could be made by the congregation. 

 

6. WARDEN’S REPORT (Report Attached)   

KF reported that she was concerned about the amount of oil being used. The heating engineer 
was coming at the end of the week to service the boiler, and she was going to discuss various 
matter with him such as the efficiency of the boiler and the reasons that the church was not 
getting up to temperature. 

7. HEALTH AND SAFETY REPORT 

There was nothing to report.  

8.  SAFEGUARDING REPORT 

MM to follow up the safeguarding matter previously discussed. 

9.    MINISTRY MATTERS 

MM wanted to put on record her thanks to CP for all the work she was doing with the publicity. 

MM reported that the Youth Group had had a wonderful evening at their last meeting with a fire 
pit. She was continuing to go into the school taking assemblies and teaching sign language and 
this was proving positive. 

Action: MM/CP 

10.   AOB 

 

Churchyard – JM reported that more plastic flowers were being used in the churchyard. KF 

agreed to contact Mary Heading to find out how other churches in the NMMA were dealing with 

this. She also asked about the holly tree being cut down. KF said she would find out about that. 

          Action: KF 
 

            
 



Cleaning the Church – CF asked whether it would be a good idea to wait for the roof to be done 

before having a deep clean. JM suggested that it might be best to wait until all the Grosmont 

Events and Community Council things had been moved. However, it was agreed that the church 

did need cleaning because of weddings and special services. 

CLOSE AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The Vestry Meeting 2026 would be held on Sunday 10th May at 12.00 noon followed by a meeting 

of the Church Committee. 

At 3.35pm the meeting closed with a Prayer. 


