GROSMONT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNED GROSMONT

Minutes of the meeting of the Grosmont Community Council
held at Grosmont Town Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 18th February 2025.

In attendance: Chair Lowri Wynn Morgan, Vice-Chair Jude Rogers, Councillors Margie Barker,

Jamie Edwards, Nicholas Jones and Witek Mintowt-Czyz.

Also present: County Councillor David Hughes-Jones, Joanne Chatt, Martin Chatt, Jane Moggridge,

1.

Karen xxxx.

To accept apologies for absence

Councillor Williams is unwell. We remain without a clerk (see point 3), so the Vice-Chair is
taking the minutes.

To disclose personal and pecuniary interests in items of business listed below.
To happen when necessary.

Update on current situation post resignation of clerk/proper officer and RFO (item
noted from November meeting).

The Chair apologised for a lack of meeting in January, but then explained the current situation
to the community.

To stand on the record: GCC’s previous clerk/RFO, Robert Wade, gave the Chair his
resignation by e-mail on 14 December 2024. Disciplinary proceedings against the clerk/RFO
had been instigated earlier in the year and a report published. The clerk and RFO positions
have been advertised with a deadline of 28 February, with one applicant so far.

There is a significant backlog of payments to debtors, including several councillors, but the
Chair has recently gained access to bank statements, which confirm the GCC accounts are in
order. Following advice from One Voice Wales, a councillor, but not the Chair or Vice-Chair
(due tomoney laundering regulations) is allowed to act as temporary RFO. Councillor
Wintowt-Czyz has agreed to perform this role, and bank paperwork is currently being
processed, having been signed by the Chair and Vice-Chair, to allow payments to restart. The
Chair has also removed signatories from the bank account who should have been removed
prior to 2022.

The Chair and Vice-Chair also now have access to the clerk’s previous email account,
although the Chair impressed upon the community that urgent issues should be emailed to her
directly.

Action: Councillors to send outstanding payment list to Chair.

Discussion on matters arising from the Police Report and police issues generally

The Vice-Chair read police reports from December and January, available online. No further



action.
To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the Meeting on the 12 November 2024
Minutes approved unanimously.

Action: Councillor Wintowt-Czyz to ask Rosie Watts if any progress has been made about
the bench on the Kentchurch estate.

To consider matters arising from the Minutes of the Meetings on the 12 November 2024
County Councillor Hughes-Jones has had it confirmed that there are no weight limits on the
affected bridge. More of it was washed away during the storms in December. The area

engineer responsible for GCC retired at the end of 2024, and there is a new appointee.

Action: County Councillor Hughes-Jones to continue to try establish contact with the new
appointee for action to be taken on the bridge.

To consider the progress of the work relating to the Town Hall Project, the Highlight Report
and the Partnership Agreement - including (for Feb 2025)

Highlight reports to date unanimously approved.
Major points:

Scaffolding date for town hall works finalised — 10 March. Scaffolding and netting will be
placed from this date to work around nesting birds. Scaffolder organises all

certification for stocking up order. Deed of Dedication has been signed by both parties
and on 30/1/2025 exchanged by Solicitor (Caitlin Tew, Gabb and Co) acting on
behalf of GCC.

dates.

Local

MCC

Final costings for Town Hall received on Monday. Some costs updated. GF to go through
and approve/agree dates. NLHFhig ready to proceed after finalised costs and

GF continue to searching for future funds. An Energy in Communities fund has become
available - Introduction to Energised Communities — and GF looking at application.
suppliers being approached to fund kitchen.

a. Asbestos Survey and setting up of Asbestos register
All commercial buldings must have asbestos check and be on asbestos register (2012
law). GCC to approve £492 payment for this work. The Chair proposed permission,
Councillor Jones seconded.

b. Removal of street lights whilst building work is in process
Long discussion, and situation explained by Town Hall Project Manager, Peter Clarke.
Lights connected to National Grid, so not possible to be removed by electrician.
directed Clarke to preferred contracted electrical engineers, and said GCC

will have to pay £1,562. Several GCC councillors questioned why MCC are not
paying for this work as community councils are not responsible for street
lights. Discussion continued about precedents set, and how MCC have recently
fixed lighting broken by a passing lorry. Concern continues for appropriate



replacement lighting to be used, given the Town Hall is a listed building.

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

c. Finance
All covered in point 3.

To receive items of correspondence

Cross Ash Primary School have requested GCC match a £400 donation by Whitecastle and

Skenfrith County Councils towards PTFA funding. The Vice-Chair proposed this is done,

once payments are up and running. The Chair seconded.

To discuss Grosmont Online

Website ready to be soft-launched when payments begin.

To consider matters relating to Planning

No concerns/actions needed from four planning reports read.

. To agree expenditure and other accounts matters

The Chair submitted the GCC precept form in January, and has not asked for an increase on
last year. She thanked County Councillor Hughes-Jones for his assistance.

For this to formally noted: outstanding payments to be paid as soon as bank accessed.
Proposed by Councillor Mintowt-Czyz, seconded by the Chair.

To discuss the state of the roads in and about Grosmont

Bridge already discussed in point 6. Roads in dire state after recent floods. Two specific
points of concern are the road towards Barns Farm that has deteriorated dramatically and a
blocked culvert, ripping out the road, at the bottom of Sally Rucks. Farmers have already
brought it to County Councillor Hughes-Jones’ attention and MCC are aware.

To discuss Footpaths
Nothing new to report.

To receive and consider any other business
Karen Hoole, studying an MSC in sustainable building conservation, discussed her project
to follow the town hall project, and was warmly welcomed.

Discussion of hall needing to be cleared prior to scaffolding being erected.



15.

Action: The Chair to find piano removal company details. Councillor Edwards to help
access transport/removals. Margie Barker to pass on information on containers.

Inside door handle snapped in town hall. Councillor Barker kindly offered her husband to
fix. All councillors passed on their thanks!

Action: Door handle to be fixed.

To decide the date of the next meeting.

Tuesday 4 March at 7.30pm agreed, as from 10 March meetings will not be held in the town
hall.

Discussion of whether to hiold future meetings online or in church nave.

Action: Jane Moggridge kindly offered to ask Reverend Mary about use of the vestry in
summer, and offered to open up if it suits requirements.



